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Claes: Moscow ‘Exaggerating’ Norwegian Rocket 
Launch 


AU2601192695 Paris AFP in English 1834 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Oslo, Jan 26 (AFP)—Willy 
Claes, secretary-general of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO), said Thursday [26 Jan] that ele- 
ments in Moscow might be exaggerating the security 
scare triggered by a failed Norwegian rocket launch “for 
internal political reasons.” 


Ending an official visit here Thursday, Claes appealed to 
the press not to sensationalise the failure of the Norwe- 
gian weather rocket, which crashed near Norway's 
Spitzbergen Islands on Wednesday. 


“I cannot rule out that maybe somebody in Moscow is 
pushing this missile incident for internal political rea- 
sons,” he said. 


“The Norwegian authorities announced the launch of 
this scientific missile properly last December, as the 
Russian ambassador in Oslo also rightly put it,” Claes 
said. 


Claes said he “did not have all the details,” but stressed 
that the malfunction was to be handled as a misunder- 
standing. 


In Moscow Russian President Boris Yeltsin suggested 
that the object—erronevusly described as a “combat 
missile” in initial Russian media reports—had been 
fired to “test” Russian defences, the INTERFAX agency 
said. 


“Maybe it was aimed at testing us as the mass media 1s 
always saying our army is weak,” Yeltsin was quoted as 
saying. 


The rocket was detected by Russia’s early warning radar 
systems and touched off a security alert. 


Yeltin also revealed the incident marked the first time he 
ever held the key that could trigger a Russian nuclear 
alert. 


Several Russian and foreign observers described his 
declarations as “excessive” or “childish,” and above all 
a political ploy to deflect attention from the ‘war in 
Chechnya. 


EU Announces Aid for Chechnya Refugees 


AU2601134695 Paris AFP in English 1249 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Jan 26 (AFP)}—The 
European Commission announced Thursday [26 Jan] 
five million ecus (6.25 million dollars) in emergency 
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humanitarian aid for refugees fleeing the conflict in the 
breakaway Russian republic of Chechnya. 


The money was requested by the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which is coordinating a 
relief operation in the region. 


The money will help the Red Cross fund food distribu- 
tion, basic medical supplies and shelter and clothing for 
the estimated 400,000 people who have left their homes 
and are now facing a harsh winter. 


Bosnian Leader Views EU Economic Aid in 
Brussels 


LD2701121295 Belgrade TANJUG Domestic Service in 
Serbo-Croatian 1116 GMT 27 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels, 27 Jan (TANJUG)}— 
Haris Silajdzic, prime minister of the Sarajevo govern- 
ment, and Hans Van den Broek, EU commissioner for 
foreign affairs and security, discussed the situation in 
Bosnia late last night, Niko Wender, a spokesman for 
Van den Broek’s office, has told TANJUG. 


According to his brief statement, they also discussed 
prospects for reviving a peaceful solution. They also said 
that the cease- fire was being observed for the most part, 
Wender said. 


Silajdzic and Van den Broek also discussed the need for 
a EU mission to visit Sarajevo, so it could consider the 
possibilities of restarting negotiations aimed at including 
the territory under the Sarajevo government's authority 
in the economic aid program known as PHARE [Poland- 
Hungary—Actions for Economic Reconversion]. 


Silajdzic visited Brussels on his way to Washington. 


The EU Commission spokesman stressed that this was 
all he could say about these talks, which obviously had a 
wider scope and significance. 


Politicians Propose UN ‘Economic Security 
Council’ 


AU2601181195 Paris AFP in English 1746 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


[by Michael Thurston] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Davos, Switzerland, Jan 26 
(AFP)}—Two senior politicians on Thursday [26 Jan] 
proposed setting up a UN-backed Economic Security 
Council to monitor and coordinate the global economy, 
as delegates gathered for the annual World Economic 
Forum meeting in Davos. 


Swedish Prime Minister In,var Carlsson and former 
Commonwealth Secretary-General Sridthal Ramphal 
said the body would comprise senior politicians and 
would be established within the framework of the United 
Nations, along similary lines to the Security Council in 
New York. 
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“We propose the establishment of an Economic Security 
Council (ESC) that would meet at the high political 
level,” their report said, adding that it would have 
“deliberative functions only; its influence will derive 
from the relevance and quality of its work and the 
significance of its membership.” 


They said the body would be within the UN framework, 
and would have three primary functions: 


—to “continuously assess the overall state of the world 
economy and the interaction between major policy 
areas” 


—to “provide a long-term strategic policy framework in 
order to promote stable, balanced and sustainable 
development” 


—to “secure consistency between the policy goals of the 
major international organizations, particularly the 
Bretton Woods bodies and the World Trade Organi- 
zation.” 


“The ESC shou'd be established as a distinct body within 
the UN family, structured like the Security Council, 
though not with identical membership and independent 
of it.” 


The two men are co-chairmen of the Commission on 
Global Governance, and were presenting the commis- 
sion’s report, entitled “Our Global Neighbourhood” 
shortly before UN Secretary-General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali opened proceedings at the traditional conference 
in this chic Swiss ski resort. 


More than 1,500 political and economic leaders, 
including 30 heads of state, 200 cabinet minister and 850 
corporate heads are in town for the six-day annual 
meeting. 


The Commission also includes among its members 
Former European Commission President Jacques Delors 
and UN High Commissioner for Refugees Sadako Ogata. 


The report also made a number of other recommenda- 
tions on global government, in particular on reform of 
the United Nations including the winding down of the 
UN Economic and Social Council and the establishment 
of a global body to monitor international competition. 


Butrus-Ghali Calls For Support for ‘Emerging’ 
Markets 


AU2601162795 Paris AFP in English 1556 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Davos, Switzerland. Jan 26 
(AFP)—UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali 
urged the world’s corporate leaders Thursday [26 Jan] to 
push for democratic reform in emerging economic mar- 
kets in such areas as the former Soviet bloc rather than 
act as “predators.” 


Launching the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 1995 
annual meeting, he said corporate leaders should not 
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allow the “law of profits” to threaten global stability, but 
rather help to cement solidarity between rich and poor. 
Otherwise, he warned, entire regions of the globe could 
be marginalized. 


“Transnational business is today a basic repository of 
power on the planet-wide scale,” he told his audience 
that included 850 international corporate leaders as well 
as 200 cabinet-rank ministers and 30 heads of state. 


“As such it must be more closely associated with inter- 
national decisions. At the same time it must agree to 
include in its economic strategies considerations of the 
general interest and collective well-being.” 


Speaking in the Kongresshaus in this chic Swiss ski 
resort, Butrus-Ghali said corporate leaders should take 
increasing responsibility for their actions in emerging 
economic markets in such areas as the former Soviet 
bloc, Asia and Latin America. 


Otherwise he said they risk being seen as opportunistic 
predators. 


“It 1s... essential to introduce transnational corporations 
into the democratization process, so that they are not 
seen as predators taking advantage of the ioopholes in 
the international social order, but rather as development 
agents and basic factors in social integration.” 


The Davos meeting, the 25th annual such talkfest, was 
due to get underway in earnest on Friday with sessions 
and workshops throughout the town bringing together 
the worla’s political leaders with their corporate coun- 
terpar's. 


Business supremos present include leaders of virtually all 
the major world automakers, leading bankers, as well as 
such economic wizards as financier George Soros. 


Butrus-Ghali in his speech referred specifically to the 
World Summit for Social Development due to take place 
in March in Copenhagen, saying 1t would “sketch the 
broad outlines of a new social order on the international 
scale.” 


He told the assembled corporate leaders that the summit 
was part of a process of globalization which was pro- 
ducing unprecedented benefits for world solidarity. 


But he warned: “We are also aware that the phenomenon 
of globalization is fraught with risks and a potential 
source of distress, for the global economy carries with it 
many dangers. 


“Among other things, it can destroy traditional bonds of 
solidarity and marginalize couniries and even entire 
regions, further widening the gap between rch and 


poor.” 


“For we are all aware that it is today no longer a matter 
of advocating | know not what kind of overall planning 
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or of leaving it to the law of profits to manage the 
economic future of the world and of succeeding genera- 
tions.” 


Butrus-Ghali pointed out that this year’s Davos forum 
coincided with the 50th anniversary of the United 
Nations, saying the world body was designed specifically 
to be a “centre for harmonizing the actions of nations. 


“To do this, I am convinced of the need to ensure the 
participation of the main private economic leaders in the 
drawing up of... rules. 


“It is through democratization of decision-making 
modalities and regulatory procedures that transnational 
business will be able to participate in the development of 
a new social order and to feel that it too is in a way a 
citizen of the world.” 
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Majority Backs EU Currency, Foreign, Defense 
Policies 


AU2601144995 Paris AFP in English 1421 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Jan 26 (AFP)—A 
majority of EU citizens back a single currency, a 
common foreign policy and steps towards common 
defence, according to monthly polls carried out for the 
Commission in the last four months of 1994. 


The polls, conducted before Austria, Finland and 
Sweden joined the European Union, revealed a narrow 
majority (53 percent) for monetary union across the EU 
but there were major disparities between different coun- 
tries. 


More than three in four Italians (76 percent) favoured 
abandoning the frequently-devalued lira, but less than 
one in four Danes (24 percent) wanted to swap their 
Kroner for ecus. 


Italians’ enthusiasm for monetary union was shared in 
Belgium, France, Greece, Ireland and Luxembourg. In 
all these countries there is more than 60 percent support 
for a single currency. 


But only 36 percent of Germans and 35 percent of 
Britons were ready to give up their marks and pounds. A 
single currency also had minority support in the Nether- 
lands (49 percent) and Portugal (46). 


The British were bottom of the EU league when it came 
to supporting a common foreign policy, but a majority of 
Britons (53 percent) still favoured a common approach. 
The average of the 12 EU states was 69 percent support. 


An even bigger majority of the EU citizens (81 percent) 
agreed that the EU “should work towards” a common 
defence policy. 


Even in Britain, which traditionally sees itself as having 
close links with the United States, there was 80 percent 
support for creating a European defence identity. 


The Danes and the Irish were most sceptical, but in both 
countries (Ireland 65 percent, Denmark 54 percent) 
there were more supporters than opponents of steps 
towards a common European defence. 


The polling also revealed solid majority support for 
admission to the EU of associated countries in eastern 
Europe. Hungary was narrowly the most popular candi- 
date, but Poland’s cause was strongly supported in Italy 
and France. 


The Commission's research also revealed that the EU 
image was badly affected by revelations of widespread 
fraud against the Union's budget in November. 


Support for EU membership, which edged up stcadily 
throughout 1994 to 60 percent, in November fell five 
points in the aftermath of the Court of Auditors report. 
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The Commission figures were based on monthly tele- 
phone surveys of 500 people in each of the 12 EU states. 
Their margin of error was plus or minus 4.4 percent. 


Commentary Faults EU Approach to Chechnya, 
Bosnia 

BR2601 144495 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 25 Jan 95 p 5 


[Commentary by Michel Rosten: “The Preoccupation of 
the 15 Member States”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Council of Ministers of the 
European Union [EU] debated the Chechen crisis among 
other issues on Monday [23 January] in Brussels. The 
presidency issued a statement, the very substance of 
which will have been savored by our readers in recent 
editions. Let us recall that it expressed its “considerable 
preoccupation,” denounced the “serious human rights 
violations,” and “strongly deplored the large number of 
victims.” And after formulating a few more phrases, with 
a profundity worthy of the spiritual elevation which 
arises from compiling an administrative yearbook. the 
15 member states went on to the next point on the 
agenda. 


Of course no one has ever carried out good policies with 
fine feelings. Therefore one can understand the EU's 
prudence, which hesitates to burn its bridges with the 
Kremlin out of fear of seeing a nationalist with little 
interest in maintaining links with the Western world take 
the place of Boris Yeltsin. Therefore cynicism ordains 
that one turn a blind eye to the war in Chechnya, which 
is gladly recognized as arising from a domestic Russian 
problem. But yet... 


The savagery with which Moscow 's seeking to settle its 
difficulties in the Northern Caucasus stirs up the e:no- 
tions. And one could not agree with the approach taken 
by the EU if it were true, as it claims, that human rights 
are one of the main points of its joint diplomacy. Until 
further notice, the extermination of civilian populations 
by indiscriminate bombardment does not exactly feature 
in the code of good conduct which democratic states 
have an obligation to respect. 


On the other hand it is nevertheless permissible to be 
astonished that the EU can adopt diametrically opposed 
positions on problems identical in nature, but with an 
interval of a few months. It regards the Chechen crisis as 
a domestic Russian affair. And, let us repeat, one could 
not say it was wrong on this point. But why did it not 
judge, in the same way, that the cascade of Slovene, 
Croatian, and Bosnian secessions was not a domestic 
Yugoslav affair as well? Why at the time did the 12 
member states clumsily follow close on the heels of 
Bonn, in a hurry to grant full diplomatic recognition to 
Lubliana, Zagreb, and Sarajevo? Why did they call for 
sanctions against Belgrade which claimed, like Moscow 
does today, that it was maintaining national territorial 
integrity? Why did they demand in turn that NATO 
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inflict aerial punishment? One can give a single response 
to these questions: Russia’s weight on the international 
stage does not compare to that of Serbia. 


Finally, at the time when the 15 member states are giving 
unreserved support to Yeltsin—who in their short- 
sighted vision incarnates the dermocratic current in Rus- 
sia—they are abandoning the true democrats gathered 
round former Prime Minister Igor Gaidar to their sad 
fate. Who would dare say that this attitude is such to 
encourage those in Russia who wish to share Western 
values and ideals? 


Plans To Merge EU Currencies Viewed 


MS2601132795 London THE INDEPENDENT in 
English 26 Jan 95 p 9 


[Article by Tony Barber: “Monetary Time-Bomb Ticks 
Again for Europe”) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Less than 18 months after 
European monetary union was being written off as an 
impossible dream, it seems all but certain that the 
European Union [EU] will have a single currency, albeit 
limited in scope, by the end of the century. Despite 
formidable economic obstacles, the project is moving 
inexorably forwards as a result of the determination of 
leading European politicians, above all in France and 
Germany. 


“France has the economic capacity and the political will to 
change to a single currency,” the French Prime Minister, 
Edouard Balladur, said this week. His remark was signifi- 
cant because he is the favourite to succeed Francois Mitter- 
rand as president in elections next Apnl and May and had 
previously appeared less enthusiastic than other French 
leaders about full European integration. 


The movement to a single currency seems certain to 
detonate a political explosion not only in Britain, where 
the Conservatives are divided over Europe's future, but 
in states such as Italy and Spain. These countries fear 
exclusion from a Franco-German initiative to establish a 
single currency, but are unlikely to be part of the project 
from the start because their economies are not strong 
enough. 


Monetary union seemed a distant goal in 1992 and 1993; 
when turbulence on European markets forced the virtual 
collapse of the Exchange Rate Mechanism, the structure 
used to keep currencies from fluctuating too much 
against each other. But with economic growth replacing 
recession the European Commission believes a currency 
union is once more feasible. 


The Maastricht treaty set a first target date of January 
1997 for the final stage of monetary union, which 
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involves the irrevocable fixing of exchange rates. How- 
ever, since a majority of EU members will not meet the 
strict criteria for monetary union by then, the project is 
more likely to begin after the second target date of 
January 1999, with participation limited to Belgium, 
France, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands, 
possibly joined by Austria and Ireland. 


Closer integration among all EU members will prove 
impossible now there are 15 members. Economic perfor- 
mance levels are too far apart between countries such as 
the Netherlands and Greece. and the political will for 
closer union is assumed to be lacking in Britain and 
Denmark, which have reserved the night not to join a 
single currency. 


With the EU expected eventually to include former 
Communist countries such as the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary, Poland and Slovakia, French and German leaders 
say the whole project of political and economic union 
risks being blown apart unless a handful of properly 
prepared countries go ahead on their own. France's 
Minister for European Affairs, 4iain Lamassoure, has 
suggested an inner group—presumably including France, 
Germany and the Benelux countries—should sign a 
“new founding contract” for federal union. 


Many French politicians believe this scheme is essential 
to lock Germany into a political and economic union as 
soon as possible. They argue that the alternative prospect 
of a loosely structured EU will serve only to enhance 
German domination of Europe, especially after the EU 
expands to incorporate Germany's eastern neighbours. 


For leaders in France. Germany and the Benelux coun- 
tries, monetary union is meaningless unless it is accom- 
panied by a political union that involves a reduction of 
national governments’ powers in favour of federal Euro- 
pean institutions yet to be defined. 


There is little doubt the new institutions will have 
powers far beyond present EU arrangements. That is 
Germany's price for giving up the mark in favour of a 
single currency. 


Five years from now, if a single currency is created. the 
EU may be transformed into three groups. Germany and 
France would lead the first group, which would include 
all countries with the political desire and economic 
strength to enter a currency union. Italy and Spain would 
lead the second group composed of countries willing but 
not yet economically capable of joining a single currency. 


The third, outer group will comprise those countries 
unwilling to enter a currency union and the political 
union that must come with it. Senior French and 
German politicians have few doubis Britain will lead this 
group, which may in fact be a club with a membership of 
one. 
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Belgium 
Editorial Says Clinton Lacks Leadership 


BR2601155995 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 26 Jan 95 p 10 


{Editorial by Mia Doornaert: “No Leadership™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] After the State of the Union, it 
seems Bill Clinton will turn into a somewhat broken- 
winged president. His speech about the state of the union 
did not reveal a new stride, it was rather a rundown of 
good intentions. 


The Democratic President's greatest problem is not even 
the fact that he now has a Congress with a Republican 
majority. This is part of the U.S. system of “checks and 
balances,” in which the president and Congress cannot 
oust each other. Normally speaking, this system gives the 
president an edge. provided he remains credible and/or 
popular. This is shown by the ease with which Ronald 
Reagan rushed his programs through Congress, while the 
House had a Democratic majority throughout all! eight 
years of his two terms. 


This is where Clinton's most important weakness lies. 
He is not popular, and he has no credible image. Con- 
gress members, even within his own party. prefer to 
clearly dissociate themselves from the President. 


Clinton owes this to himself. The Democrat is intelligent 
and has good intentions, but he has not been a good 
president for the past two years. 


From the outset he failed to draw up a clear-cut agenda 
with certain explicit priorities. He got lost in several side 
issues, and got entangled in pointless incidents. He came 
across as a man without any deep convictions. who was 
ready to compromise at any cost, and who was more 
concerned about today’s polls than about tomorrow's 
objective. 

It is true that the press gave him a hard time. However. 
Clinton's problem did not only concern the packaging 
but also the content. 


The fact that Clinton missed his chance is not only a pity 
for the United States but also for Europe. Indeed, during 
his electoral campaign the 40-year old Democrat brought 
up issues which are (or should be) the center of the 
political debate. For instance, how to adjust the welfare 
state in such a way that it can continue to fulfill its true 
role as a necessary safety net rather than as an alternative 
way of life. And having the guts to say that there are no 
simple remedies to this problem, that one must combine 
an adequate policy on the one hand, with a return to 
social discipline and personal responsibility for the cit- 
izen on the other hand. 


Indeed, both in the United States and in our countries 
one can hear complaints that there is “too much state,” 
while interest groups, companies and citizens alike are 
turning to the state to solve thei: problems. 


BENELUX 


FBIS-WEL -95-418 
27 January 1995 


It 1s a pity that the Democratic President failed to give 
his presidency a clear direction in order to deal with the 
U.S. society's huge problems (drugs, growing violence) 
which are also spreading throughout Europe, and that he 
offered few solutions. 


His compromising approach cleared the way for easy 
demagogy such as the slogan that employment. safety, 
and health care will automatically improve with “less 
State and less taxes,” as Newt Gingrich, the new Speaker 
of the House, keeps telling us. 


Due to hrs lack of leadership Clinton did not only 
disappoint his own voters, but also many European 
leftwing parties which, two years ago, hoped that the 
“new Democrat” would inspire them. 


Netherlands 


Editorial Discusses ‘New Clinton’ 


BR2601144995 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 25 Jan 95 p 7 


[Editonal: “The New Clinton”) 


[FBIS Translated Text} With his State of the Union io 
Congress, Clinton threw a lifebuoy to himself last night. 
After the failure of his plans for a health care system for 
all Americans and after the subsequent Republican vic- 
tory in the November elections in both Houses, the U.S. 
President has a little over a year to straighten things out. 
From March 1996 onwards, a new race to the White 
House will begin and unless Clinton considerably cranks 
up his popularity, his chances for a second term are very 
slim. 


Clinton has given a vague outline of a program which, in 
Dutch terms, stands halfway between a “purple” [coali- 
tion between labor party and liberals] and a Christian 
Democratic policy. Although he had serious self- 
criticism (“we must reduce yesterday's government in 
order to solve tomorrow's problems”), there were also 
[Former Prime Minister] Lubbers-like blames to the 
voters. In the President's opinion, there is less coopera- 
tion between citizens and there are more mutual mud- 
slinging. The ties which kept U.S. society together from 
the very beginning have now come loose. 


The Republican fury did not escape the President's 
attention. From that side of the political spectrum, 
Clinton was cheered for his proposals to trim down the 
administration, to cut public spending, to cut taxes for 
the middle class, and to step up defense efforts and 
counter illegal immigration. In an attempt to rise above 
the parties and factions, the President offered the popu- 
lation a “covenant” with Washington's policies. 
Clinton's “leftwing™ experiments throughout the first 
two years were put on ice, the next few months will be 
determined by a pragmatic alliance with Congress’ 
rightwing phalanx, which he could hardly ignore. 
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Clinton's personal U-turn is all the more easy, because 
he actually returned to the program he based his electoral 
campaign on three years ago. As a lost son, he is now 
entering the political arena, from which he had been 
lured away by his own party's left wing. “Welfare is not 
a way of life, it is a new opportunity,” the President 
explained. 


Clinton's attempts to satisfy the Democratic ‘eft during 
the first months of his presidency, with an appointment 
policy based on positive discrimination towards minory 
groups, played tricks on him. Insofar as the movement is 
still represented im Congress, the President can do 
without it, while the “liberals” themselves are now also 
shunning Clinton. The President has now shown that the 
outcome of the Congress elections should be explained as 
a defeat for the Democratic activists rather than for the 
President himself. 


BENELUX 7 


At the same time, the President tries to avoid being 
embraced too enthusiastically by the Republicans, 
because it could suffocate him from the very start. His 
tudimentary proposal to raise minimum wages—the 
higher demand for unskilled workers would make it 
possible—must be seen in this context. The same goes 
for his challenge to the Republicans that whoever wants 
a balanced budget must tell the voters who will take the 
blows. The total ban on automatic weapons issued last 
year, wi ch was heavily cnticized by the mght wing and 
which cost the Democrats several seats. will not be 
withdrawn. Clinton hinted that he would veto any 
amendment to that effect. 


The two lost years have now been _losed; the ideological 
gap has been narrowed as much as possible. However, a 
reasonably successful continuity in the administration 
over the next two years will not necessarily benefit 
Clinton's new profile as a moderate conciliator His new 
political fnends will do anything to foil these plans. 
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Major Dismisses U.S. Report on Iran Behind 
Lockerbie 

LD2601175995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1735 GMT 26 Jan 95 


{Sy Rowan Dore. Parliamentary Staff, PA News] 


(FBIS Transcribed Texi] Britain is satisfied no other 
nations were behind the Lockerbie bombing other than 
Libya, said the prime minister tonight. 


The Government also announced that Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd 1s expected to reply in a Commons debate 
en the disaster next Wednesday [1 Feb]. 


“ie ‘Major. in a written reply, dismissed US claims that 
an /fanian paymaster was behind the sabotaging of t*e 
P% Am jet, which crashed at Lockerbie. Dumfries and 
a! tomy. kong 270 people in December 1988. He said 
the Lore) Ave-cate. Lord Kodger of Earlsferry, remained 
Satisiix.) that the evidence supports charges against the 
two Libyans alleged to be responsibie for the bombing. 


“There 1s no evidence to establish that other persons or 
nations were involved.” 


Claims that Iran was behind the bombing were made in 
a recently declassified US intelligence file. It quoted a 
source which said the paymaster behind the bombing 
was senior Iranian Ayatollah “Al: Akbar Mohtashem. 


Labour's Tam Dalyell (Linlithgow) asked for a statement 
on the revelation 


Mr Major told him: “The document in question quotes a 
source relying on second and third party information 
and stating that the former Iranian intenor minister paid 
10 million dollars to have the Lockerbie bombing carned 
out. 


“Allegations to this effect were first made early in the 
investigation, they were examined at the time by the 
competent authorities together with a great deal of other 
often contradictory material, but no evidence has been 
found to substantiate them ~ 


Earlier Mr Dalyell raised the recent report in exchanges 
on parliamentary business. Mr Dalyeli, who ts to open 
Wednesday's debate, said: “Could the Government, 
before the debate. confirm or deny their view of reports 
that....Ali Akbar Mohtashemi paid $10 million in gold 
and cash with the purpose of ‘boxing’ Pan Am 103?” 


Commons Leader Tony Newton told him: “You have 
secured an adjournment debate nexi Wednesday to 
which | know Mr Hurd himself personally hopes to 
reply.” 


Daily Views U.S. Intervention in Peso Crisis 


MS2701115495 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 27 Jan 98 p 17 


[Editorial: “Mexico's New Responsibility”] 


FBIS-WEL-95-018 
27 January 1995 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The $40bn package of US loan 
guarantees unveiled on January 12 was meant to inject 
confidence into Mexico's economy. So far, however, it 
has delivered nothing but more instability. The delay can 
be blamed on the US Congress. The fact that investors in 
Mexico are looking outside the country for reassurance 
cannot. 


President Ernesto Zedillo is under pressure on both sides 
of the US-Mexican border. Outrageous demands from 
“nativist”, or isolationist, US politicians have provoked 
an equally nationalistic response in Mexico. Under- 
standably, many Mexicans recoil at the idea of being 
held hostage to US requests for stricter immigration 
controls or a re-appraisal of parts of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. 


As Mr Alan Greenspan, Federal Reserve chairman, 
forcefully argued in the Senate this week, restoring 
confidence to the Mexican regime is in US interests. If it 
is passed in next week's House and Senate votes, the 
$40bn will help solve the Mexican government's most 
immediate problem: the roughly $25bn in dollar- 
denominated government debt maturing in coming 
months. A failure to cross that first hurdle would be 
cataclysmic for Mexico's chances of getting on to a stable 
growth path. But two more obstacles remain: the credi- 
bility of the government's new macroeconomic strategy 
and, closely related to this, the solvency of its domestic 
banking system. 


Investor rebellion 


The scale of the flight out of Mexico has doubtless been 
excessive. But it 1s becoming increasingly clear that the 
Mexican government courted the investor rebellion that 
began in December not merely by bungling the devalu- 
ation. As Professor Jeffrey Sachs, the Harvard econo- 
mist, has pointed out, the Mexican government adhcred 
too long to an over-valued exchange rate peg for fear of 
losing foreign investors’ trust. At the same timc, it 
appears to have dodged the domestic consequences of 
defending the peg, higher interest rates, by sporadic and 
unsustainable expansion of domestic credit. 


This casts doubt on the independent central bank's 
capacity to stick to the monetary target at the heart of the 
new economic strategy unveiled at the end of last year. 
As long as the government's new regime lacks credibility, 
interest rates will remain punishingly high and the 
quality of bank assets will deteriorate further. A nominal 
anchor for the domestic price level which won the trust 
of both foreign investors and domestic price and wage- 
setters would be very helpful. But it is not clear whether 
such an anchor is available. 


Currency board 


In the wake of last year’s debacle, re-pegging the 
exchange rate would not inspire much confidence. Some 
argue that a currency board—along the lines of the 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibitec without permission of the copyright owners. 




















FBIS-W EU-95-018 
27 January 1995 


Argentinian and Estonian systems—would be a suffi- 
ciently dramatic break with the past to make investors 
feel more secure. Pledging that all of the domestic 
monetary base would henceforth be backed by dollar 
reserves, at a fixed rate of exchange, might indeed 
deliver price stability in the medium term. But it would 
bring high costs. 


The long-term casualty would be the government's 
ability to respond to external shocks: conceivably a 
bearable loss for an economy increasingly integrated 
with its giant northern neighbour. But the short and 
medium-term costs of a currency board would also be 
substantial, perhaps even prohibit:ve. Even if one were 
to assume, bravely, that multilateral donors would back 
the new system, a majority of Mexicans would not. 
Ceding monetary sovereignty, in effect, to the US Fed- 
eral Reserve would incur far greater nationalistic stir- 
rings than the recent weeks’ debates in Washington. If 
the currency board arrangement were not to :nstil con- 
fidence the country raight experience a depression 
caused by the collapse of the banking system following a 
headlong flight from: the peso. 


There is no magic bullet to solve Mexico's current 
problems. All it can do is try to persuade investors that it 
will pursue sound domestic policies in the wake of the 
crisis. With the US package in place, it might also be able 
to announce a somewhat more credible exchange rate 
policy than a pure float. Market confidence will return in 
time. The cost of this crisis is that words alone will not 
achieve it 


Britons’ Backing for EU Membership Plunges 


LD2601210895 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1927 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[By Geoff Meade, PA News, in Brussels] 


[FislIS Transcribed Text] British support for membership 
of the European Union fell dramatically last month— 
just after a devastating report about multi-million pound 
Euro fraud hit the headlines. 


The impact of the findings of the EUs Court of Auditors 
was the same throughout the member states, according 
to the latest survey conducted by the Brussels Commis- 
sion. 


In November 44 percent of Britons thought EU mem- 
bership was a “good thing”, but the figure dropped to 
just 36 percent—by far the lowest approval rating in any 
member state—after the auditors revealed their findings. 
Overall support for EU membership feil from 60 percent 
to 55 percent. 


“Notwithstanding the effects of national policies in 
relation to the Union, the circulation of the Court of 
Auditors’ report probably contributed to the disappoint- 
ment perceived throughout the entire EU,” said the 
Commission today. 
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The December survey showed 61 percent of Britons 
against having a single currency, but 53 percent 
favouring a European central bank to run financial 
affairs. There is huge support for a common Euro 
defence policy—80 percent in favour—while 53 percent 
would back closer foreign policy links with the rest of the 
EU. 


Overall, a minority of Britons thinks the nation has 
benefited from membership, and the figure is falling. 
Last month 38 percent believed there had been some 
rewards but 51 percent said there was no advantage in 
being in the EU. 


Security Sources Say IRA ‘Restless’ Over Reform 


MS2701114395 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 27 Jan 95 p 9 


[Report by Jimmy Burns: “IRA Shows “Ur *ase’ at Siow 
Reform” ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The IRA is becoming increas- 
ingly restless with what it perceives as the lack of 
political progress in Northern Ireland and may be hard- 
ening its attitude towards the ceasefire, British intelli- 
gence officials believe 


Separate assessments by the British security service MIS 
and military intelligence before yesterday's meeting in 
London between Sir Patrick Mayhew, the Northern 
Ireland secretary and Mr Dick Spring, the Irish foreign 
muin¢ster, have found increasing evidence of this unease. 


One of the main concerns expressed in intelligence 
reports has been the increasingly militant attitude of IRA 
activists in Belfast and Derry. 


Previously it had been widely accepted that pragmatic 
republicans from the two urban centres had been crucial 
in persuading the IRA to embark on a phase of 
“unarmed struggle” beginning with last September's 
ceasefire declaration. 


Security officials now think that attitudes among IRA 
members in Belfast and Derry are coming closer to those 
of the organisational grassroots in areas such as South 
Armagh and Tyrone, where dissidents opposed the 
ceasefire. 


The ability of those within the republican movement to 
win conclusively the internal debate over whether peace 
is preferable to violence rests on the extents tu which the 
framework document on the future of the province— 
being drawn up by the British and Irish governments— 
addresses nationalist aspirations. 


The clearest indication of who has won the debate will 
come when Sinn Fein announces its decision on whether 
it is prepared to join all-party talks and on what terms. 
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Senior security officials are thought to be seriously 
contemplating a worst-case scenario of a resumpuion of 
IRA violence within three months. 


It is believed that any such operations would be focused 
on security targets in Northern Ireland and commercial 
targets on the mainland. 


They believe a resumption of terror: st activity against 
civilians is unlikely on the grounds that this risks reac- 
tivating tit-for-tat killings, and alienating further the 
Roman Catholic community which has become increas- 
ingly accustomed to a lack of violence. 


Since the ceasefire, some republicans previously 
involved in terrorist activity have moved into commu- 
nity politics, although the bulk of the IRA’s military 
structure remains intact. 


The government adopted a gradualist approach, offerine 
security concessions as a way of preserving the ceasefire, 
while being careful not to antagonise unionist opinion. 


Yesterday it emerged that daytime army patrols had 
been withdrawn from Newry, previously considered one 
of the most militarised towns in Northern Ireland. 


Sinn Fein’s McGuinness Starts Visit to Britain 


LD2601151195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1226 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[By Sian Clare, Political Correspondent, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein leader Martin 
McGuinness started his three-day visit to Britain today 
with a message to the Government to stop “dragging its 
feet” and start the all-party peace talks. 


He also warned against any moves by the British govern- 
ment to give Unionists a veto over the peace process. 


Mr McGuinness, who is leading the Sinn Fein delegation 
in its talks with Government officials, expressed concern 
over newspaper reports today that th: new Northern 
Ireland assembly would have powers to \ to any cross- 
border institutions with executive powers. 
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He called for Sinn Fein to be invited to join all parties 
round the negotiating table as soon as possible. 


“The British Government’s failure to engage so far in the 
process, five months on from an IRA ceasefire, had been 
quite disgraceful,” he told a news conference in London. 


“So far the British Government has been dragging its 
feet. They have been stalling the process. 


“We believe it’s now time to move forward and there is 
an international expectation that we move forward,” he 
said. 


Later today Mr McGuinness was meeting MPs from all 
sides in the Commons, followed by a visit tomorrow to 
Birmingham and on Saturday [28 Jan] to Manchester. 


His trip comes as Ulster Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
was meeting Dublin’s Dick Spring in London today for 
talks on their joint framework document for the way 
ahead in the peace process. 


Meanwhile, former Irish prime minister Albert Reynolds 
said today that the peace process in Northern Ireland 
was “there to last”. 


Mr Reynolds, who resigned in November as head of 
Dublin’s previous coalition administration and leader of 
the Fianna Fail party, forecast that the goodwill of the 
governments in London and Dublin would ensure the 
peace bid survived. “I wish both governments luck in 
moving it forward,” he added. 


'Jlster Unionist security spokesman Ken Maginnis 
issued fresh warnings to Sir Patrick and Mr Spring that 
the majority of people in Ulster opposed cross-border 
institutions with executive powers. 


“Yes we want a good neighbourly relationship with the 
political entity which shares the island with us,” he said. 


“But we don’t want tu be forced into accepting decisions, 
whether it’s from Dublin directly in terms of joint 
authority with our own government, or indeed through 
cross-border institutions with enforced executive 
powers.” 
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Lack of Foreign Issues Seen in Clinton Speech 


AU2601145295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
26 Jan 95 p 6 


[Fritz Wirth commentary: “The Fate of the Union”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The distance between pathos and 
an awkward game of words is very short in the United 
States. Bill Clinton’s 70-minute State of the Union 
address provided a painful demonstration of the truth of 
this statement. It was supposed to be an opportunity for 
the President to present himself in a new and more 
determined form following his party’s disastrous election 
defeat last November, and indeed for 15 minutes the 
United States experienced the kind of Bill Clinton in 
whom it vested its confidence two years ago. But sud- 
denly, the State of the Union address turned into a fate 
of the union address. 


Into the limelight came the tried-and-tested Bill Clinton, 
the man who talks too much and acts too little, who 
quickly gets lost in a wilderness of details instead of 
laying down milestones for the nation. The United States 
expected a meeting with the legendary “Comeback Kid” 
{English expression used], but all it got was a remake and 
the appearance of the well-known crisis-juggler—trich in 
words but poor in actions. He promised the citizens a 
new society, new government, new economy, and new 
world. But he did not utter a single sentence on how to 
achieve all these things. 


Thus, Clinton and the confused nation are in for disap- 
pointments in the coming months, for he presented this 
concept to a Congress whose majority no longer dances 
to his tune but is geared to its own program, a “‘Contract 
With America” that was submitted to the public and 
accepted over two months ago, as the Republican victory 
shows. 


The programmatic address provided Clinton with an 
opportunity to stop pursuing this Republican program 
and substitute it with his own concept. He attempted to 
do so with a clear political “rightward shift to the 
center,” by embracing the American middle class and 
pledging tax concessions. To an increasing extent, he is 
treading onto territory that the Republicans have kept 
reserved for themselves for a long time. 


This is inevitably leading to a new stage of direct 
confrontation between Congress and the White House 
despite his peace offer of “‘putting aside our political 
differences and putting America in first place.”’ Six years 
previously, his predecessor George Bush had said some- 
thing similar at the opening session of Congress, which at 
that time possessed a Democratic majority. But the 
conciliation ended in confrontation, presidential vetoes, 
and filibuster speeches, and often in a total inability to 
act. 


Is Bill Clinton threatened with the same fate? It was 
certainly no coincidence that after only three minutes he 
quoted Harry Truman. After two years in office, Truman 
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saw himself in a similar situation. But he challenged the 
“good-for-nothing Congress” to a duel and won a seem- 
ingly hopeless election struggle. 


Despite all the legends of the “Comeback Kid,” it seems 
very doubtful whether Clinton can repeat this political 
miracle after yesterday's programmatic address. The 
outcome depends not just on him. A contributing factor, 
perhaps even a decisive one, is whether or not his 
strongest opponent, the new Republican speaker Newt 
Gingrich, will succeed in the difficult task of developing 
from a parliamentary rowdy into a «redible and con- 
structive statesman. 


If Gingrich fails this transformation process, Congress 
will be faced with two years of hot confrontation that will 
be made even hotter by the increasing election fever. The 
outcome of this would be a new measure of frustration 
among the voters which Bush himself felt two years ago. 
A situation like that would make an outside candidate 
like Ross Perot seem even more attractive than during 
the last elections. 


However, despite all the program and leadership weak- 
nesses, this would be a setup to which Clinton could 
merrily belong as a third man, for a new candidacy by 
Perot would take place mainly at the expense of the 
Republicans, whose voters make a greater impression for 
Perot than those of the Democrats. 


The next three months will provide the first indications 
about future election chances. for the Republicans have 
given themselves only a 100-day limit for the success of 
their “Contract With America.” The outcome of the 
struggle for this contract will also have a bearing on the 
future role of the Republicans and Newt Gingrich’s 
credibility. 


But setting aside these domestic political considerations, 
Clinton’s address also possessed gloomy, even alarming, 
overtones for the United States’ partners. Despite the 
statement that U.S. national security is dependent on its 
role as a world leading power, the address contained not 
even a shred of a foreign policy concept, so that not a 
single world was devoted to the current situation in 
Chechnya, the U.S. relationship toward Russia, or the 
conflict in Bosnia. 


Obviously, foreign policy is a subsidiary topic for this 
President. Therefore it is wise and expedient for the 
world between Paris and Tokyo to accept the fact that 
over the next two years, Bill Clinton’s America will 
involve itself mainly in its own affairs. 


Commentary on ‘Moral Crisis’ in U.S. Politics, 
Society 

AU2601144795 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 26 Jan 95 p 3 


[Commentary by Rolf Paasch: “The Moral Crisis of the 
United States” 
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[FBIS Translated Text] The state of the U.S. nation 1s 
only difficult to evaluate. The economic figures are good, 
the atmosphere is bad. Yet, the state of the President is 
clear. Unless Bill Clinton manages to acquire a stronger 
personal and political image within the next few months, 
his chances for reelection in November 1996 are small. 
The Democrats have understood this since their devas- 
tating defeat in the congressional elections in the fall at 
the latest. In the course of their first two years in power, 
they and their man in the White House have lost sight of 
their message to the voters. Now they are trying to 
remember. 


It has been said that the President reads all his election 
campaign speeches. He promised the citizens “change, ' 
even though he was not always very clear where this 
would lead him. Now the Democrats know that they 
have neither arrived at their destination nor are they 
supported by the public at large: not in their well- 
meaning plan to open the armed forces to homosexual 
soldiers; and even less so with their over-ambitious and 
frustrated health reform. These were the two main 
defeats of the Clinton Administration. 


Now that the victorious Republicans have taken over the 
role of revolutionaries in Congress, any new beginning 
will be difficult for the Democrats. Neither cooperation 
nor confrontation alone can show Clinton the ideal path, 
which runs somewhere in the middle, as the President 
knows: Cooperation for the objective of deregulation 
and wherever else possible. However, defend those 
achievements the Democrats fought for, such as the ban 
on automatic rifles. How this strategy will work out for 
Clinton will ultimately depend on the Republicans. 
Their new strong man, Newt Gingrich, is a dangerous 
programmatic opponent of the Democrats. Yet, Ging- 
rich’s inclination for foolish twaddling often makes the 
President look like an elder statesman. 


However, beyond the conflict about tax concessions, 
deregulation, and the increase in the minimum wage, it 
will be possible to regain the support of the terrified and 
irritated U.S. public only through a fundamental polit- 
ical change. Even if the raging white middle class 
s.rongly complained about its loss in real wages in the 
recent elections, the crisis of the United States remains a 
moral one. If it were not for that unpleasant feeling that 
the social ground were giving way under one’s own feet, 
a few dollars here and there would not be decisive for the 
elections. The stormy controversy about the long- 
overdue welfare reform is the best proof of this. The 
course of the debate is not determined by economic or 
budgetary arguments but by emotions, feelings of guilt, 
envy, and open hatred toward the recipients of state 
benefits. It is the combined fear of one’s own stagnating 
career, of increasing uncertainties in the labor market, 
and the frazzling of social relations that make rather 
conservative solutions appear basically more attractive. 
Lower taxes, more severe penalties, and social division: 
as unrealistic as the individual promises of the Repub- 
lican “Contract With America” may be in detail, they 
have had their effect as an emotional offer. 
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The only thing Democrats have to offer against this form 
of Republican populism is the vision o: a “civil society,” 
the resuscitation of which has been discussed by U.S. 
intellectuals for some time. The basic idea of civil 
obligation offers an alternative to the radical individu- 
alism of the right and the extreme multi- culturalism of 
the left. Yet, how does one preserve or establish a “civil 
society,” whose foundation is systematically under- 
mined by globalization and liberalization of the 
economy? 


The problem is not only Clinton’s. If Europe in its 
economic policy in the nineties will pursue the course 
taken by the United States in the past decade—signs of 
which have become visible—then dropping wages. the 
practice of double incomes, and more flexible working 
hours will more strongly strain those social institutions 
in the Old World, too, institutions the looming collapse 
of which is currently so irritating political consumers in 
the United States: most importantly, the disintegration 
of the family. Historically, social ties have been stronger 
in the European industrial societies than in the United 
States, a nation of immigrants. Yet, the creeping trans- 
formation of the “citoyen” into “couch potato” (of the 
active citizen into a passive political spectator) can be 
observed in Europe, too. When, in his struggle for 
political survival of his Democrats against the populism 
of the Republicans, President Clinton must now realize 
that neither communitarians nor those who stand for 
conservative values can provide him with a practicable 
program for saving the civil society, then this should be 
of concern to all of us. 


Letters Called ‘Legitimation’ of Chechnya War 


AU2601154495 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 26 Jan p 1 


[Report by Ferdos Forudastan: “Moscow's War 
Defended More Than Once”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 25 January—Contrary to 
what Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel stated in the Bund- 
estag, his staff could, until recently, act on the assump- 
tion that a certain understanding for Russia’s war in 
Chechnya was in line with the minister’s view. This 
conclusion suggests itself from a second written response 
from the ministry to citizens’ requests. 


In the letter, which has been made available to FRANK- 
FURTER RUNDSCHAJU, the official of the responsible 
Foreign Ministry department used the same formula- 
tion—a direct legitimation of the war—as a lower- 
ranking staffer used in a letter to another citizen, which 
became public last week. The latter letter was played 
down by Kinkel in a Bundestag debate, as an individual 
opinion not in line with the government’s position. 


Both letters reflect an evaluation of the war by Bonn that 
comes very close to arguments given by the Russian 
Government to justify the invasion. Among other things, 
both Foreign Ministry letters to the two citizens note that 
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the Russian Forces in Chechnya were not fighting a 
deliberate war against defenseless, innocent people. 
They were actually fighting “against heavily armed 
illegal units of considerable combat strength, who have 
entrenched themselves in Groznyy and other places 
inhabited by civilians. By the choice of their places of 
refuge, they accept that innocent civilians become vic- 
tims of the hostilities. The Federal Government assumes 
that, in their attacks on Groznyy, the Russian Govern- 
ment is attempting only to hit exclusively military tar- 
gets, but does not always succeed.” 


Asked by Joschka Fischer, chairman of the Alliance 
90/Greens Bundestag group, about the first such letter 
last week. Kinkel said in the Bundestag that this letter 
was written by 2 ministry official on his own account and 
did not reflect the view of the Foreign Ministry. On 
Wednesday, a ininistry spokesman initially upheld this 
view. However, after the second letter—substantively 
identical in essential passages—was mentioned to him, 
the speaker conceded that, unfortunately, several such 
letters were obviously sent out by the Foreign Ministry 
without having been read by a superior of the two 
staffers. 


Opposition deputies accused Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel of trying to put the blame on one of his staffers. 
They added that, moreover, the way in which the war in 
the Caucasus was presented in the letter was identical to 
the assessment of the invasion, as supported by Kinkel 
and Chancellor Helmut Kohl until recently. 


Scharping Views Party Criticism, Coalition 
AU 2601134995 Hamburg STERN in German 26 Jan 95 
pp 88-91 


[Interview with SPD Chairman Rudolf Scharping by 
Michael Backhaus and Heiko Gebhardt; place and date 
not given: “Then I will Put My Foot Down”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [STERN] Mr. Scharping, you 
came to Bonn as the proud leader of a land and as 
chairman of the Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD]. After 100 days as opposition leader, you must 
occasionally feel like a doormat. Do you regret having 
moved trom Mainz to Bonn? 


[Scharping] Quite the contrary. I have exchanged a nice 
office for an interesting one. There are some who have to 
get used to me here, and I, too, have to get used to some 
new things—to new people, different methods, and a 
tougher political discussion. This is not possible over- 
night. Yet the SPD is gaining momentum. 


[STERN] On what floor of the ivory tower are you living 
in Bonn? Your work is criticized by officials from Kiel to 
Munich these days. 


[Scharping] I am annoyed about the fact that there are 
some constantly malign the SPD’s image. As a result of 
that, SPD initiatives against unemployment, for the 
children and families, for the protection of the climate 
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and the environment, and against the housing shortage 
often do not recieve the necessary attention. For me the 
confrontation with the Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU] is more important. 
After all, we are currently facing the highest unemploy- 
ment rate and the highest burden of taxes and fees since 
World War II. In view of that, narrow-mindedness is 


irresponsible. 
[STERN] Why are you not doing anything against it? 


[Scharping] If it is necessary, I will put my foot down, but 
there is no point in banging one’s fist on the table every 
day. It is my task to hold the party together. Willy Brandt 
saw things the same way. 


[STERN] Why do you tolerate statements by your troika 
comrade Gerhard Schroeder, who said on television 
that, as opposed to you, he would have beaten Helmut 
Kohl on 16 October? 


{Scharping] The situation does not improve if I strike 
back. Sometimes its easier to make the headlines with 
one stupid remark than with three clever ideas. It would 
be better for every prominent social democrat to make 
the headlines by attacking the government and not the 
SPD. But this would require less vanity within the party. 


[STERN] Does the troika still exist? Hasn't the funciion 
of this group of men at the head of the SPD not been 
reduced merely to cordial backslapping in front of the 
cameras? 


[Scharping] There are those who are forever trying to 
divide us. They will not succeed. Oskar Lafontaine, 
Gerhard Schroeder, and I cooperate. Apart from our 
joint appearances in the Bundestag or the election cam- 
paign, we are all concentrating on a modern Germany 
that is economically strong, socially just, and one that 
protects the environment. We want to assume power to 
achieve this. 


[STERN] Do you still believe that you will form a 
cabinet with Schroeder and Lafontaine one day? 


[Scharping] This day will certainly come. People will 
have to get used to the fact that our government team 
was no short-lived election campaign gag. I am a party 
chairman who plans a long way ahead and is not irritated 
by short-lived events. Oskar Lafontaine will continue to 
coordinate the SPD’s financial policy and Gerhard 
Schroeder will continue to be responsible for the 
economy, traffic, and energy. 


[STERN] Yet many comrades distrust the direction he is 
taking in the energy talks. 


[Scharping] They have no reason to. Schroeder is cur- 
rently exploring whether talks on an energy consensus 
are useful at all. The government must quickly present a 
proposal outlining how the coal pfennig should be 
replaced. Kohl and Waigel should announce as quickly 
as possible how they want to finance their promises and 
the laws that have been adopted. We will not agree to 
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new burdens. Without an agreement on the financing of 
coal, there will be no consensus on other issues. 


[STERN] If you are the man for long-term planning, 
Schroeder is the master of short-term detours. In the 
Hesse election campaign. he 1s waging a destructive 
verbal crusade against the Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP]. which he would like to eliminate. Do 
you share his view that the SPD’s return to power will 
only be possible by forming a grand coalition? 


{[Scharping] I have no urge to form a grand coalition. 
Basically, | always prefer new elections because then the 
citizens can decide. But this is not possible in every 
situation. In any event, I do not want social democratic 
policy to be viewed as a strategy aimed at forming a 
coalition. 


[STERN] How do you envision the future of the FDP? 


[Scharping] The FDP will fail as long as it considers 
freedom of trade to be more important than freedom of 
thought. Every election since 1993 has shown that. In 
Bonn, the FDP is a party on a charter basis. Yet who says 
that the FDP will leave the government in Bonn after a 
defeat in Hesse and North Rhine- Westphalia? The 
interest of the ladies and gentlemen of the FDP in their 
ministerial posts should not be underestimated. By the 
way, the SPD is waging a full-fledged campaign against 
the CDU/CSU. In Hesse. for example, it is important to 
prevent a reactionary turn. Those like CDU top candi- 
date Manfred Kanther who pull down their steel helmets 
to their noses cannot look ahead. 


[STERN] Your parliamentary manager Peter Struck 
even wants to change the election law with a view to 
Kinkel’s party and abolish the second votes. 


{[Scharping] The parliamentary reform is more impor- 
tant. Also, the Bundestag must become smaller. One 
cannot win political battles by changing the election law. 


[STERN] If you want to prevent the party from falling 
further into its opposition lethargy, you should offer the 
comrades prospects for power in Bonn, too. 


[Scharping}] The SPD is ruling in 10 laender. Approxi- 
mately | 30 mayors are social democrats. In Bonn, we are 
also becoming stronger. For the first time since 1980, we 
have again won additional votes in a Bundestag election. 
There is no need to discuss the SPD’s ability to govern. 
Day in and day out we are proving that. | will not allow 
others to destroy that with narrow-minded statements 
and an unrestrained desire to make the headlines. 


[STERN] Have you ever toyed with the idea of giving 
up? 


[Scharping}] Good heavens, why? I knew from the very 
beginning that I did not become the chairman of an 
association of confectioners. I will remain who and what 
I am, and that is the SPD’s candidate for chancellor, 
Rudolf Scharping. 
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European World Trade Role, Prospects Viewed 
9SENOO99C Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 10 Jan 95 p 9 


[Article by Michael Stabenow: “Europe in World 
Trade”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The European Union ts growing 
but the economic importance of other regions of the 
world may be increasing at an even faster pace. Fore- 
casters think that within 10 short years such countries as 
India and China could contribute a greater share to 
economic output than Europe. Such prognoses illustrate 
the magnitude of change that may occur in world trade 
in the coming years. It is still difficult to say what effects 
the Uruguay Round oi the GATT will have. If classic 
barners to imports such as customs duties and technical 
regulations become less important with the opening up 
of markets, then the importance of other factors could 
grow as far as the international division of labor is 
concerned. The debate about environmental, social, and 
human rights provisions affords a foretaste of this. 
Subsidy policies and developments in the area of 
exchange rates could also assume greater importance as 
parameters of world trade. 


The complaint can be made that the liberalization mea- 
sures of the Uruguay Round were too timid. The Council 
of Experts has pointed out many faults in its latest 
annual report: the possibility of quantitative limits in the 
case of a disproportionate increase in imports or in the 
case of dumping, the duty-free ceilings and import 
quotas that still exist in the agricultural products trade, 
and the insufficient liberalization in the area of services. 
The signatory nations to GATT would hardly support 
the results of the Uruguay Round if they did not believe 
they would improve their prosperity. 


At first glance the opening up of markets would seem to 
change the competitive position to favor countries with 
low labor costs. The European Commission estimates, 
for example, that two-thirds of the remaining 3 million 
jobs in the European textile industry could be shifted to 
cheap-labor countries. It does not have to be disadvan- 
tageous for Western Europe if a low wage level in 
labor-intensive branches of industry depresses import 
prices if, on the other hand, its prosperity increasingly 
rests on capital-intensive products produced by skilled 
labor. Trade promotes consumption, import barriers 
restrict both. 


Any approach based on a theoretical model must, how- 
ever, take the social conditions in cheap-labor countries 
into account. Already at this time GATT regulations 
permit trade restrictions on products that are manufac- 
tured in prisons. In view of the many reports about child 
and forced labor, the demands being made by the U.S. 
Government and a number of EU partners that trade 
advantages should be linked to the upholding of social 
principles sounds quite seductive. The principles of the 
freedom to form unions, of the right to negotiate for 
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wages, and of the equal treatment of men and women in 
matters of pay—principles that have been ratified by the 
International Labor Organization and more than 100 
countries—are undoubtedly legitimate as well. 


But not only in developing countries are there fears that 
social, human rights, and environmental provisions 
could serve as a pretext to limit trade. That applies as 
well to the Commission's intention of linking the easing 
of trade restrictions to the maintenance of international 
standards. Critics therefore object that it is first of all 
trade that makes prosperity possible and that promotes 
the interdependency of national economies that ts crit- 
ical for political stability. And can the growing ecological 
problems be brought under control with greater or with 
less prosperity? At the same time, however, the view 
cannot be discounted that it 1s not only poverty but also 
the violation of basic rights that is influencing the 
pressure of immigration into the industrial countries. 


Thus far, the consideration of social provisions has not 
been regarded as the express function of the future 
World Trade Organization (WTO). The controversial 
subject remains on the agenda, however. On the other 
hand, ecological provisions are very prominent on the 
WTO's agenda. Because these are based on international 
agreements such as the Washington Treaty for the Pro- 
tection of Species and because the agreements required 
unanimity, the suspicion will probably not arise that 
trade restrictions are to be hidden under the cloak of 
ecological concerns. What is the situation, however, 
regarding unilateral decisions such as the American 
import ban imposed on canned tunafish in 1991? 
Because Mexican fishermen were allowing dolphins to 
get into in their nets, Washington at the time put a stop 
not only to the import of the canned product from 
Mexico, but from Spain as well, which was getting its 
supplies from there. The powerlessness of the GATT 
secretariat at the time revealed the inadequacy of the 
usual arbitration process. Better prospects could be 
offered by the mediation procedures planned for the 
WTO. 


The binding legal framework that is being sought arouses 
hope. Nonetheless, if there are serious doubts concerning 
the WTO's authority, it could hardly withstand the 
strains. It is not promising that the Americans want to 
reserve to themselves the right to arbitrarily interpret 
decisions by the WTO and, moreover, backed by Article 
301 of their Trade Act, claim to be able to unilaterally 
impose restrictions in the future. 


Because they were partially or entirely excluded from 
consideration during the Uruguay Round, policies 
relating to competition and subsidies are also left in a 
vacuum. The fact that no binding code dealing with 
subsidization was worked out could come back to haunt 
us. The trans-Atlantic dispute over the subsidies to 
Europe's Airbus is a bad memory that is still fresh. The 
trend towards ever more comprehensive free trade zones 
and regional economic communities—in Asia and Latin 
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America as well—is a severe test for the new system of 
trade. They could upset the multilateral regulatory 
system established at the Uruguay Round. But have not 
the Western Europeans impressively demonstrated how 
free trade and economic integration can contribute to the 
safeguarding of peace, democracy, and political sta- 
bility? 


Mediterranean Trade Area Pians Critiqued 


9SENOO99D Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 11 Jan $'S p 12 


[Article by “wwe.”: “The Southern Europeans Want a 
Euro-Mediterranean Trade Area—Mediterranean 
Summit To Prepare for a Free Trade Zone of 30 to 40 
Nations, 800 Million People™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid, 10 January—A free 
trade zone in the area surrounding the Mediterranean is 
the declared goal of a new initiative of southern Euro- 
pean countries under the leadership of Spain anc France. 
(Both will occupy the presidency of the European Union 
in 1995.) The Spanish government wants to convene a 
big Mediterranean summit conference in Barcelona for 
this purpose in October. In addition to EU members, 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Turkey, Malta, and Cyprus will be invited. The 
participation of Slovenia, Croatia, and Albania is still 
uncertain. 


According to the governments in Madrid and Paris, the 
EU should form a customs union with its southern 
neighbors by the year 2005. One of the largest economic 
zones in the world with 30 to 40 nations and about 800 
million people could come into being in this way. A 
number of countries bordering the Mediterranean 
already have association agreements with the EU that 
facilitate mutual market access. To be sure, the new 
concept is intended to go far beyond these sets of 
agreements: Trade barriers are to come down, invest- 
ments are to be facilitated and legal codes modified, and 
currencies are to become freely convertible. Infrastruc- 
ture projects such as power grid connectivity and a 
highway around the Mediterranean, a tunnel under the 
Strait of Gibraltar, and oil and gas pipelines from Africa 
to Europe will be discussed. Moreover, the “Medinvest” 
(for the promotion of small and mid-sized business in 
the Mediterranean area) and the “Ecip” (European 
Community Investment Partners) funds are to be con- 
siderably augmented, and a greater distribution of 
funding to countries bordering the Mediterranean is 
expected of the European Development Bank. 


Following the EU’s turn to the East and its expansion 
northward, the southern Europeans now want to ¢ raw its 
attention back to “their” region. Europe supposedly 
needs a well thought-out Mediterranean policy at last 
because a number of countries are looking for closer 
relations with Europe. The rapidly growing economies of 
the developing countries (particularly Tunisia, Morocco, 
and Turkey) present lucrative opportunities for Europe's 
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entrepreneurs. Moreover, the peace process that is 
making progress in the Near East is opening up new 
possibilities for collaboration in the eastern Mediterra- 
nean area. Yet the civil war in Algeria and an ever more 
aggressive Islamic fundamentalism demand new polit- 
ical strategies on the part of the Europeans. The word in 
Madrid is that “We must at last turn our attention to our 
neighbors to the south.” 


Whether the southern Europeans’ initiative will in the 
end be crowned with success is something that is, of 
course, regarded by Mediterranean experts as very ques- 
tionable. The disparity in development between Europe 
and its neighboring countries to the south is stnking and 
the cultural gap is enormous. The economic and political 
liberalization process is still in its nascent stages in most 
countries of the region. In addition, the civil war in 
Algeria threatens the stability of the entire area. Besides, 
a too-vigorous opening to Europe could even provide 
fuel for Islamic fundamentalism. On the other hand, 
skeptics believe that the EU needs to consolidate itself 
after its expansion to the north and cannot afford costly 
foreign aid projects in the south. 


Eastward Road/Rail Test Route Success 


9SENOO99B Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 10 Jan 95 p 4 


[Article by “afk.”: “Ten Trains Every Work Day—Three 
Months of the ‘Rolling Highway’ Between Dresden and 
Lovosice”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Dresden, 9 January—Three 
months after its inauguration, the “rolling highway”— 
the transport of highway trucks on railcars—between 
Dresden and Lovosice (Lobositz) in the Czech Republic 
is Operating at approximately 60-percent capacity. In the 
week prior to Christmas, a total of 1,404 trucks were 
transported in this way, with 613 beginning their trip in 
Dresden and 791 in Lovosice. On every work day, 10 
trains travel in each direction with 23 low-loading road 
vehicle transport cars in each one with and each being 
able to transport about 50 trucks. 


Kombiverkehr KG in Frankfurt/Main, responsible for 
the management of the “rolling highway,” reports that to 
date approximately 18,000 trucks have been transported 
in this manner. The company's spokesperson said that, 
contrary to original concerns, not only construction 
vehicles but all kinds of freight-hauling vehicles have 
been shipped. A representative of Kombiverkehr in 
Dresden said that more than half of the vehicles shipped 
were part of transregional transit traffic. About one- 
quarter of the users were Czech and Slovak firms; 
German shippers accounted for approximately 5 percent 
of the users. 


The test phase for the “rolling highway” began on 25 
September 1994 and will last until the end of April. On 
the German side, the transport of trucks should above all 
afford some relief for National Highway 170 between 
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Dresden and Zinnwald and thus for the surrounding 
communities that have occasionally suffered under cha- 
otic conditions. Furthermore, the waiting times at the 
customs checkpoint, which in Zinnwald frequently last 
longer than a day, should be reduced. Users of the 
“rolling highway,” on the other hand, can count on 
period of time amounting to six to seven hours. Customs 
formalities can be taken care of expeditiously right at the 
dispatch station. Drivers spare themselves the difficult 
trip—particularly in the winter—on National Highway 
170 that ascends nearly 700 meters between Dresden 
and Zinnwald. The ride along the 120-km stretch of rail 
that takes about one and one-half hours is, moreover, 
considered to be a period of rest for the drivers. 


To improve its utilization, Saxony’s Minister for Eco- 
nomics Schommer (CDU [Christian Democratic 
Union)) is currently investigating whether a ban on night 
driving on the border access roads could be imposed 
because of the noise nuisance. The minister had declared 
in the spring that he wanted to close National Highway 
170 for all heavy truck traffic if a satisfactory rate of 
utilization was not reached during the test phase of the 
“rolling highway.” 


Shippers are charged 85 German marks (DM) per truck 
for a one-way trip on the “rolling highway.” This price 
was established taking into consideration the weak eco- 
nomic situation of Czech transport companies. It cov- 
ers—under conditions of full utilization—less than half 
of the costs; Saxony Land makes up the difference. At the 
current rate of utilization, Saxony has to subsidize it in 
the amount of about DM1.4 million per month. Offi- 
cially, there is no talk of a price increase after the test 
phase. Those involved, however. are going on the 
assumption that the low transport price will not last. In 
Dresden there is talk to the effect that the “threshold of 
pain” for shippers could be around DM200. That is also 
what is paid for shipment through the Brenner Pass to 
Italy. 


According to information from the Saxon Ministry for 
Economics, utilization of the border crossing point in 
Zinnwald has declined. In November 1994, an average 
of 530 trucks were counted in contrast to the average of 
610 trucks per day during the first week in November 
1993. The exact reasons for the decline are currently 
being investigated. The ministry reports that, according 
to “subjective information” from the Customs Service, 
no decline in utilization of the other border crossing 
points at Neugersdorf (Upper Lusatia) and Schoenberg 
(Vogtland) have been noted to date. 


The Saxon government will presumably decide in late 
January as to whether the project will be continued 
beyond the test phase. Bahn AG [the new unified 
German rail corporation] is already making plans to 
increase the number of trains to 12 for its new schedule 
beginning in May. It is still uncertain as to whether the 
Federal Government will financially participate in the 
“rolling highway.” Schommer is asking for a portion of 
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the highway use fees that were increased as of the first of 
the year. The Federal Ministry for Transport has 
declined to participate in subsidizing transport on the 
“rolling highway” because it is supposedly caught in a 
dilemma between environmental and regulatory policy. 
Participation in the “rolling highway’ would be a “reg- 
ulatory policy original sin” as a spokesman for the 
Ministry for Transport puts it: To be sure, it would solve 
regional difficulties in Saxony, however it would not be 
a solution for transit traffic in Germany. 


Tensions in Czech Relations Viewed 


9SENO096A Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
9 Jan 95 pp 26-28. 30 


[Unattributed article: ““This Is for My Dog”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The assembly room of the Grand 
Hotel Pupp in Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad) was chuckfull. 
Festively attired Czech and German audience members 
were celebrating harmony. The concerto for jazz quartet 
and orchestra on themes of the Slavonic Dances by 
Antonin Dvorak—an unusual composition by Prague 
saxophonist Jill Stivin—was the high point of an inter- 
national cultural festival: understanding among peoples 
on an elevated plateau. After the music, however, there 
was an unpleasant incident. Czech policemen took con- 
cert visiior Philipp Thomaschke, 23, of Cologne, into 
custody and threatened him with ptiysscal violence. 
Reason: The guest was allegedly guilty of a parking 
violation. 


The student—son of festival initiator and concert singer 
Thomas Thomaschke—had to spcad an hour in police 
custody. The police then took him to a nearby hotel 
where—as coincidence would have it—the currency 
exchange booth opened for business at 0045 at night. 
Thomaschke was finally able to purchase his freedom for 
an obligatory exchange of 30 German marks [DM]. “A 
nightmare experience” is how the aspiring attorney still 
recalls it—“I know the Czechs in fact to be sincere and 
friendly people.” 


In fact. Yet the grotesque police behavior towards a 
parking violator is an indication of the thin wall of 
amicability that exists between the Czechs and the 
Germans. There is a miserable mood in the former Lron 
Curtain border area between Bohemia and Saxony and 
Bavaria. The euphoria of the turnaround years has given 
way to a conflict-laden tension that threatens to swamp 
the many hopeful beginnings of reconciliation between 
Czechs and Germans. 


To be sure, there are well-intentioned attempts at cross- 
border cooperation—within the “Euregio Egrensis,” for 
example, a study group at a regional level that encom- 
passes the border regions of Bavaria, Saxony, Thuringia, 
and Bohemia. Here plans regarding waste disposal and 
cultivation of the biotope are translated into reality in 
difficult sessions and common cross-country ski paths 
and hiking trials are laid out. Language courses and 
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cultural events are intended to promote mutual under- 
standing. Serious problems among difficult neighbors 
predominate, however. The two nations are separated by 
an 810-km long border that forms a divide between 
prosperity and poverty and along which an unholy 
mixture of criminality, prostitution, and national zeal- 
otry is flourishing. Politicians in Bonn and Prague look 
on helplessly. 


The growing tensions in the border region are also a 
reaction to the inability of politics to eliminate bones of 
contention ihat have existed between the two countries 
for nearly 50 years. In |his vein, the Federal Government 
has steadfastly refused to finally compensate the Czech 
victims of Nazi barbarity after having done so for all 
other neighboring countries. Prior thereto, discussions 
would have to be held concerning the claims of the more 
that 3 million Sudeten Germans who were expelled after 
1945—and Prague is against that. The political wran- 
gling in the capital cities ensures a bad atmosphere in the 
Bohemian villages. 


And on the scene, the Germans are doing a lot to further 
poison the mood: Excursionists from the mch country 
next door act as if they were the master race beyond the 
border. A Franconian bus operator advertises shopping 
trips to the Czech Republic with the slogan “Buy like a 
king with your German marks”—and a lot of people take 
that literally. “They throw their weight around every- 
where and the whole ci_ is crammed with their cars” 
complains Petr Kosik, a worker from Cheb, the little 
border town that the Germans stubbornly call Eger. 
“During the day they buy up everything they can and at 
night they carry on in the bars or with the hookers.” 


Libor Syrovatka, the mayor of the little border town of 
As(Asch), diplomatically describes the very real problem 
by noting that “some tourists act in ways they never 
would at home.” Franz Kaupper, border commissioner 
for the Bavarian police in Furth im Wald, puts it more 
crudely: “They let it all hang out over there—they drop 
all their inhibitions.” Saxon pub-crawlers sweep through 
Cheb in droves shouting for cheap beer. Staggering, 
red-faced drinkers accost women whom the knights with 
the German marks believe are on sale just like the 
excellent meat products in the butcher shop. Policeman 
Kaupper tells of scenes like the following: “They go into 
the shop, request the most expensive sausage, and when 
the saleslady asks how much they want, they say ‘I will 
take all of it—it is only for my dog.” 


The overreaction of many policemen to traffic violations 
by German drivers does not come out of the blue: The 
guests with the shiny cars regard Czech roads to be 
lawless territory. Everyone drives as fast as he wants and 
whenever he wants. And when not doing so, then he 
simply parks wherever he wants. Blood alcohol limit— 
What is that? Often then, there is trouble during police 
stops. Those caught often respond to the demand for the 
payment of a fine with crudeness: Instead of the required 
100 korunas [Kc] (about DM6), many like to throw 
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Kc500 at the feet of the guardians of law and order—a 
considerable amount of money in view of the average 
police salary of Kc7,200 (equivalent to DM400). It is no 
wonder that the officers—thus humiliated, completely 
overworked, and hardly trained—now and then fly off 
the handle. And that can be deadly: In September of last 
year a 23-year-old German was shot because he had 
allegedly ignored a signal to stop. A 26-year-old vaca- 
tioner from Waldmuenchen died in October after a 
physical altercation during a traffic stop. According to 
his own statements, the policeman had struck the man 
with his pistol in self-defense and a shot was discharged 
in the process. The preliminary proceedings instituted by 
the Czechs against the officer were recently terminated. 


Approximately 40 complaints by German tounsts of 
chicanery and mistreatment at the hands of Czech 
policemen were submitted last vear to Bavarian border 
commissioner Kaupper: “Many of them are apparently 
related to street prostitution.” Many Germans regard the 
roads passing through the gray little towns to be drive-in 
zones [as published] for sex. Oldrich Tomasck, police 
chief of Cheb, protests: “How should a police officer 
behave when dealing with a drunken German who ts 
stopped in his vehicle in the middle of the street and 
negotiating the price with a prostitute?” 


In Europe's largest open-air bordello, an estimated 
70,000 Eastern European women are standing on the 
streets in West and North Bohemia waiting for johns 
from Germany. While initially it was truck drivers who 
availed themselves of the ladies’ services during the 
waiting periods thai often lasted for days at the border 
crossing points, today it is primarily young Saxons who 
are looking for bargain-priced sexual adventure. 


Meanwhile, the scene 1s becoming more and more crim- 
inalized. White slavery, drug deals, and the fencing of 
weapons have flourished as a consequence of the large- 
scale prostitution. The Czechs blame the Germans. Their 
reasoning: no supply without demand. And the press 1s 
almost gleeful in describing the bizarre requests of 
German suitors: “We drove a little way outside of town 
where I had to get undressed, climb up on the German's 
shoulders, and urinate on him. He then reversed the 
roles and masturbated in the process. Then he beat me 
with a belt.” Another prostitute told of a “horrible 
snake” that “a customer threw into the bathtub with me 
in a rented room and how it excited him when, out of 
fear, | screamed terribly.” 


Typical—the Germans. Fodder for the political extrem- 
ists who never tire of warning about the dangers of 
Germanic influence. Above all the “Czech Border 
Region Clubs” that brag about having 10,000 mem- 
bers—primarily ex-communists—rage against every- 
thing that even sounds German: “Support the unity of 
the Slavic peoples as a bulwark against imminent Ger- 
manization.” In a similar mold are the right-wing 
#+tremist Republicans who now and then violently break 
v> common memorial services for the dead that are 
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being conducted jointly by Germans and Czechs and are 
intended to be conciliatory. Thus it happened in July of 
last year at the National Cemetery of Terezin (Theresien- 
stadt) that they attacked the German participants with a 
plucky cry of “Let them come, the pigs” and chased old 
men over graves, threw eggs, and trampled wreaths. 


Such excesses are alien to most Czechs, yet fear of the 
Germans is deeply ingrained. It is useless to recall the 
peaceful coexistence that lasted for centuries between the 
two peoples in Bohemia—what is more important is 
recent history: Twice the Germans have come into the 
country and twice they brought disaster. The savagery of 
the Nazis and the destruction of the nation-state in 1939 
by Hitler's Germany have not been forgotten. And when 
the Warsaw Pact crushed the Prague Spring in 1968. the 
(East) Germans were once again involved. Prague gov- 
ernment head Vaclav Klaus comes to a conclusion that is 
unusually pessimistic for a statesman who is intent on 
bringing about understanding among peoples: Things 
will probably never again be good between the Germans 
and the Czechs—the problem 1s “eternal.” 


And it is the displaced persons associations not least of 
all that are seeing to it that he will be mght. The Iron 
Curtain had hardly come down when they registered 
claims for old properties or demanded compensation. 
“Letters came in with inventory lists down to the last 
bolt” says Frantisek Cerny, Czech ambassador in Berlin. 
“That made people very uneasy.” 


Even today and completely without any communist 
propaganda, every statement made by Sudeten German 
functionaries—for the most part almost complictely 
ignored in the Federal Republic—elicits a nearly hyster- 
ical uproar and ensures headlines in the press: “The 
three best-known German politicians in our country are 
Helmut Kohl, Richard von Weizsaecker, and Franz 
Neubauer” says diplomat Cerny. Neubauer? The 
spokesman of the Sudeten German Displaced Persons 
Association in Munich will hardly feel flattered: He 
suspects——very correctly—that he is regarded in “Czech- 
land” as “something like a monster.” 


The excessive attention paid in public to the displaced 
persons functionary who was born in Manenbad in 1930 
has a reason: Neubauer, after all, enjoys the highest 
degree of good will in Bonn and Munich. Thus, the 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and the Christian 
Social Union (CSU) have tacitly endorsed the Sudcten 
German linkage: without compensation for displaced 
persons, no reparations for Czech concentration camp 
survivors. “The collective expulsion of the Germans 
after 1945 was, of course, an enormous historical injus- 
tice,” concedes former dissident and ex-fureign minister 
Jiri Dienstbier, “but the Sudeten Germans must also 
realize what led to it and what role they played in it.” 
And what do the victims of the Nazi terror have to do 
with it? The government in Prague decided two months 
ago to pay the approximately !7,000—for the most part 
elderly—concentration camp survivors a small, symbolic 
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reparation on its own. Diplomat Cerny considers this to 
be “a moral slap in the face for the Germans.” 


It apparently does not bother them. Prague is regarded 
by Bonn as an entity that can be ignored. Ferdinand 
Seibt, a member of the German-Czech Historians Com- 
mission, opines that “German policy and public opinion 
are traditionally inclined to rank the Czechs in last place 
among their neighvors. We are separated by an alarming 
number of prejudices and generalizations that are more 
quickly aroused than is the case anywhere else in our 
neighborhood.” On the other hand, the few Germans 
tolerated in Bohemia after the expulsions are made to 
pay for that. The German minority is used to hiding its 
ethnicity. Dispersed throughout the entire country, for 
decades the Bohemian Germans were only able to main- 
tain contact with each other through harmless singing 
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and drama groups or zither clubs—when these too were 
not banned due to “insufficient socialist standards.” 
Many had hoped that with the collapse of socialism, a 
new era would begin in the East for the Germans as 
well—yet now they are as unpopular as ever. 


In a census in 1992, just a mere 8,000 people still 
acknowledged that they belonged to the German 
minority. Walter Piverka, president of the Naticaal 
Association of Czech Germans, suspects that “there are 
probably a few more but many are still afraid.” Fol- 
lowing the conclusion of the German-Czecoslovakian 
Friendship Treaty in 1992, Piverka and his colleagues 
counted on better understanding. State President Vaclav 
Havel spoke at the time of the “beginning of a new era” 
in the relations between neighboring peoples. The begin- 
ning has been indefinitely postponed. 
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Clinton's State of Union Address ‘Old Hat’ 


BR2601 144195 Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jan 95 
pis 


[Editorial: “Bill Clinton's ‘Resistance™”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Is it a sign of the times and of the 
state of American society”? Or is it a clue to the “secondary 
role” that now seems to have been assigned to Bill Clinton 
in the political debate? Ievertheless, all the U_S. television 
channels chose to devote most of their late evening news 
shows on Tuesday, 24 January, to the opening of the O_J. 
Simpson trial rather than to the President's State of the 
Union speech in Congress. It is true that the fate of an 
American football hero accused of a double homicide has 
all America in its grip and that, as expected, Mr. Clinton’s 
performance looked rather “old hat.” 


A while ago the Americans had welcomed the arrival of 
the youngest U.S. President since John Kennedy. This 
return by the Democrats to the White House was more 
than a change of generation and the fact of political 
alternation: America. Mr. Clinton had promised, was 
starting afresh, facing up to the chailenges of the post 
cold war era with, at its head, a man who undertook to 
resolve the domestic problems that had been neglected 
for so long. The change he announced never came, at 
least not in the proportions hoped for by the American 
people. They expressed their disappointment by sanc- 
tioning him in November 1994 and now it 1s up to the 
Grand Old Party to keep its electoral promises. 


Mr. Clinton can of course patiently wait for his oppo- 
nents to fall into the traps that they themselves laid: For 
example, the constitutional amendment linking the abso- 
lute need for a balanced budget with an ambitious 
program of tax cuts. The head of the executive can also 
bank on the electorate rejecting the radical and even 
antisocial measures proposed by certain leaders of the 
new Republican majority. The Americans fundamen- 
tally do not appreciate “revolutions.” The revolution 
looked for by new House of Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, albeit conservative in nature, could well 
fall prey to the same rule. 


However, a wait-and-see policy by Mr. Clinton would 
not be enough to remobilize the Democrat electorate 
before the next presidential election falls due in 1996. 
The experience of cohabitation between Republicans 
and Democrats, while in its infancy, proves, at least at 
the media level, that Mr. Gingrich has managed to 
largely eclipse the White House incumbent. The idea of 
a “new social contract” launched on Tuesday [24 Jan- 
uary] by the head of the executive, aiming to bring the 
citizen more into public life and provide him with 
“opportunity” in exchange for “responsibility,” ts 
nothing new: It is very similar to the proposals made by 
Bill Clinton in 1992. It needs more dynamism. Appar- 
ently Mr. Clinton has yet to find it. 
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U.S. Freezing of Terrorists’ Assets Applauded 
BR2601154495 Paris LES ECHOS in French 26 Jan 95 
p 52 


[Unattributed article: “Clinton and Terrorism”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] One can only applaud President 
Clinton's decision to freeze the assets and financial trans- 
actions of terrorist organizations and their leaders in the 
United States. If it aims to reassure a bombing-weary Israel 
and remove roadblocks to peace in the Middle-East, the 
initiative 1s doubly worth saluting. However, one cannot 
fail to be dismayed at the idea that, according to the list 
published by the White House, the United States was used 
for years as a financial haven by nine Palestinian terrorist 
organizations, an Egyptian one, two anti-Arab jewish 
movements, 35 phoney organizations and 18 shady char- 
acters. Hence a double conclusion: Either \J.S. intelligence 
services are peculiariy inefficient, or the organizations and 
individuals hit by Mr. Clinton's decision had until now 
been enjoying a culpable leniency. More likely, President 
Clinton has meant to show some firmness at a time when 
he had to deliver his State of the Union Address in front of 
a hostile Congress. However, to those who expressed some 
surprise at not seeing in the list other Islamist organiza- 
tions—especially Algerian ones—, the White House 
spokesperson answered that they had focused on “the 
usual suspects”; this reduces somewhat the import of the 
operation, whose financial impact. according to some 
experts, would hover about $200 million a year. One can 
understand that internal policy considerations should goad 
Mr. Clinton into taking a more forceful stand on the 
matter, but his call for U.S. allies to adopt similar mea- 
sures was probably unwarranted. And the fact remains that 
what has been mostly lacking for peace to become a reality 
in the Middle East is the financial support promised to the 
Palestinian authority. On this issue Bill Clinton did not say 
one word. 


U.S. Political Row Over Mexican Aid Plan Viewed 


BR2601144795 Paris LIBERATION in French 
25 Jan 95 p 7 


[Article by Pierre Briancon: “Mexican Fiasco”) 


{FBIS Translated Text] The real crisis in which the Clinton 
administration has been plunged today regarding the Mex- 
ican aid plan cannot help but heighten the impression that 
the U.S. President is also in distress in an area that he hoped 
to save from political disaster in November: foreign policy. 
In the 24 hours that followed Clinton's announcement on | 2 
January of a rescue plan for Mexico, which was intended to 
limit the consequences of the financial crisis resulting from 
the brutal devaluation of the peso, the main Republican 
leaders in Congress had supported the U.S. President, and 
the rapid adoption of the aid “package” did not seem to 
pose a problem. At the time one commentator from the 
WASHINGTON POST even compared the speed of 
Clinton's reaction to the crisis on his southern border to 
George Bush's attitude at the time of the Gulf War, leading 
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him to praise the current President's qualities of leadership, 
his decisionmaking spirit, and his determination. 

Those days are long gone. The question now, 10 days later, 
is to know whether the “Mexican plan”-—bogged down in 
the mysteries of political quarrels in Washington—will 
even be examined by Congress. And Clinton's political 
impotence in the present U.S. context is playing a major 
role in what is currently a fiasco. Because if the Mexican 
plan fails it will do so primarily because of the opposition 
from the ranks of the Democrats, over whom the president 
no longer seems able to hold sway on ary issue. The 
Democrats are traditionally always indulging in active 
protectionism, and the Mexican crisis is providing the 
party's pro- trade-union left wing with an opportunity to 
reopen the heated debates that took place when NAFTA 
(the North American Free Trade t only just 
ratified by Congress in the fall of 1993) was adopted. 


Confront:d with a rather unpopular financial aid plan, at a 
time when they wamted to make drastic cuts in the budget 
for domestic expenditure, the Republicans warned Clinton 
that he had to come up wiih enough votes from Democrats 
for the public not to make the only majority party respon- 
sible for the vote. With the president lacking authority and 
having proved unable to rally the troops within his own 
party, the Republicans are now questioning their support 
under various pretexts. Worst of all, it will no doubt prove 
impossible to adopt the text—the urgency of which was 
stressed 10 days ago—uniess Clinton gives way to Congress 
on a certain number of conditions that the congressmen 
want to impose on Mexico as the price for U.S. support. 
These conditions concern economic policy, wage levels, and 
showing respect for the environment. 


The delays in adopting the r scue plan are compromising 
the chances of financial recovery in Mexico by making the 
financial markets nervous at the idea that the U.S. could 
default on its promises of support. However, its adoption 
threatens to fray the relations between the two countries, for 
it is rather unlikely that the new Mexican Government will 
accept anything that looks like a dictate from Washington. 
The majority in Congress opposes Clinton, and the minority 
is refusing to follow him. He now knows that he will have to 
prepare for two dangerous years regarding the prestige and 
effectiveness of bis presidency. 


Juppe: Italy's Ruggieri ‘First in Line’ as WTO Head 
BR2601154595 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 26 Jan 95 p 7 


[Unattnbuted report: “WTO—Juppe Says Renato Rug- 
gieri’s Chances for Appointment Stand at 50 percent”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The appointment of the executive 
director of the WTO [World Trade Organization] will be 
one of the main items on the agenda in today’s talks in 
Washington between the U.S. Administration and the Euro- 
pean Union, represented by Alain Juppe, current president 
of the Council of ministers, and Commissioner Leon Brit- 
tan. The European Union's candidate, Italian national 
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Renato Ruggieri, is “the first in line,” the [French] foreign 
munuister stressed yesterday. “He has been pulling ahead of 
the others.” According to Mr. Juppe. his chances of gaining 
U.S. approval stand at “50 percent.” 


Haiti’s Michel Arrives To Meet International 
*Lenders’ 

AU2601180295 Paris AFP in English 1726 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Paris, Jan 25 (AFP)}—Haitian 
Prime Minister Smarck Michel arrived Thursday for a 
meeting of international lenders during which he hopes 
to nail down pledges of up to $600 million in aid for his 
impoverished country. 


Michel was accompanied by Finance Minister Marie- 
Michele Rey, Planning and Foreign Aid Minister Jean- 
Marie Cherestal, Central Bank Governor Leslie Delatour 
and several Haitian business leaders. 


He is to meet Friday with French Cooperation Minister 
Bernard Debre and with Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
on Monday. 


Michel said before heading to France that he was 
expecting “firm commitments with dates and not prom- 
ises” during meetings Monday and Tuesday at the Paris 
office of the World Bank. 


“The government and the people of Haiti are currently 
seated at the edge of a pool at risk of dying of isolation 
while the international community tells us to throw 
yourself in and we will pull you out,” he said. 


Besides the large international lending institutions, Ger- 
many, Canada, the United States, France and Japan have 
promised $600 million in aid to rebuild Haiti in the wake of 
the restoration of exiled President Jean Bertrand Anstide. 


Government Suspends Arms Sales to Algeria 


LD2701084495 Paris Europe No. | Radio in French 
0640 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Algerian presidential elec- 
tions could take place in July of this year. This was 
announced by the [Algerian] foreign minister. However, 
an FIS [Islamic Salvation Front} candidate will not be 
allowed to stand. 


There has been a diplomatic change by France vis-a-vis 
the Algerian issue. The government has decided to 
suspend its arms sales to Algeria. 


Pasqua Prime Ministership Doubted 
95P20407A 


[FBIS Editorial Report] “Nothing can any longer resist 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur’s trumphal march” [to 
the presidency] following the January polls, which gave 
him two-thirds of voting intentions, said an article in the 
14-15 January Paris daily LIBERATION. As a result, 
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Minister of Interior Charles Pasqua, who “dreamed of 
being a kingmaker.” has now become an “almost accessory 
vassal,” the article continued. Pasqua thought for a long 
tume that he was “indispensable” to Balladur’s presidential 
plans because. as one of the most popular Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) officials among the party faithful. his 
support to Balladur would ensure the latter's success. 
Meanwhile, he had to “manage the suspense™ by letting 
rumors fly about his own presidential candidacy. How- 
ever, “as often happens with Pasqua,” the article com- 
mented, his analysis was wrong, for instead of enhancing 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac’s chances, the withdrawal of 
former EU Commission President Jacques Deiors from 
the presidential race further reduced them, depriving Pas- 
qua’s support of any usefulness. The minister of interior’s 
13 January statement sujypcrting a Balladur candidacy was 
just meant to buttress his hopes of becoming prime min- 
ister. However, the article doubted that a Pasqua prime 
ministership would significantly contribute to a Balladur 
presidency. If meant to “reassure the French,” Pasqua has 
a chance, even if his preference that the Air France aircraft 
remain in Algiers during the recent hijacking incident 
raises some concern. However, “a new presidency does not 
get into gear simply to reassure,” the article objected. On 
the other hand, if the intention is to “enter a new era of 
reforms,” the 68-year old Pasqua is “surely not the best 
placed” to carry this out. If, “more prosaically,” a Pasqua 
prime ministership is intended to secure the RPR’s sup- 
port for the new chief of state, the interior minister, once 
again, may not be the “right man.” It is doubtful that the 
three already existing contenders to the Gaullist mantle 
and inheritance, Alain Juppe, Philippe Seguin, and Nicolas 
Sarkozy, would willingly “accept the tutelage” of a fourth, 
the article concluded. 


Mitterrand Legacy Considered 
9SP20407B 


[Editorial Report] President Francois Mitterrand recently 
told newsmen that he was leaving the presidency “without 
remorse or regret,” wrote Alain Duhamel in the 14 January 
Paris weekly LE POINT. With regard to “remorse,” it 1s 
“between him and his conscience,” and as for regrets, “this 
concerns the French,” Duhamel commented. More signif- 
icantly, as a balance sheet of the Mitterrand presidency 
approaches, his “assets and liabilities are, ironically, par- 
adoxical.” It can be argued, Duhamel contended, that 
Mitterrand’s successes were not of a socialist nature, but 
that his failures were. The president's explicit plan was to 
“change society.” He did, Duhamel commented, but not in 
the way the “most stable of republican monarchs France 
has ever known” wished. France is more market-oriented 
in 1995 than in 1981, for the laws of the marketplace won 
over statism. The French economy has joined world trade, 
while social inequalities have deepened under the impact 
of the crisis. Unemployment ts now twice as high as when 
Mitterrand took over, while the role and image of compa- 
nies has been enhanced. With worsening poverty and 
homelessness, French society is now “more cruel.” While 
the economy is stronger, the poor and the less educated 
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have been left behind. France may have modernized. but 
social cleavages have widened. In sum, Duhamel! noted, 
“socialism was dissolved by the crisis.” On the other hand, 
Mitterrand, while professing io dislike the Gaullist consti- 
tution, consolidated it by proving that it remains imper- 
vious to repeated alternative governments and to 
cohabitation. As for Europe, arguably Mitterrand’s over- 
riding concern, the president is among those who most 
labored toward a European Union, which, “strictly 
speaking, owes nothing to socialism,” for it is of “post- 
Chnstian-Democratic inspiration,” Duhamel contended. 
However, Mitterrand’s legacy will be strongest in the field 
of human rights and citizens’ guarantees. “Thus a socialist 
president will have conjoined a liberal society and a 
humanist culture,” Duhamel concluded. 


Rocard Supports Jospin's Presidentizi Candidacy 
9SES0067D Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Jan 95 p 10 


[Article by D.C.: “Mr. Rocard Supports Mr. Jospin’s 
Initiative”) 

[FBIS Translated Text] Commenting on his decision to run 
for the PS’s [Socialist Party's] designation as its presidential 
candidate in the forthcoming election, Lionel Jospin attrib- 
uted it, on Thursday 5 January, on TY Channel France 2. to 
“the feeling that the left was at risk of being taken over by a 
void.” “It seemed to me necessary.” he added, “to state in a 
more positive way that I was ready to be their candidate if 
the Socialists so desired. The designated candidate of a 
major political formation cannot simply be one who 
emerges from a kind of negative decanting process.” 


Believing that the debate within his party will be “resolved 
very fast and without problems,” Mr. Jospin, former first 
secretary of the PS, is ready to submit to “the collective 
decisions of the militants,” and he is not overly upset by the 
criticism his initiative has aroused. “Even the candidacy of 
a man like Jacques Delors, who compelled recognition.” he 
remarked, “provoked a few criticisms.” 


Mr. Emmanuelli: ‘A Beginning’ 


On Friday 6 January, Mr. Jospin received the backing of 
former Prime Minister Michel Rocard, who, during an 
interview published by LE PARISIEN, referred to his as 
“a worthy and therefore welcome candidacy.” “Lionel 
Jospin is a man of convictions and of dialogue,” said the 
former prime minister. “He is an integral and authentic 
socialist, capable of rallying the Socialists and, on all these 
counts, he can rightfully aspire to that role.” Nevertheless, 
Mr. Rocard reiterates that he has no intention of “becoming 
involved in any of the PS's internal debates.” As for his 
personal outlook, he explains: “I have no delusions as to my 
chances today of winning a victory for the left. But I do not 
forget that Jacques Delors has shown that all the candidates 
of the right could be defeated.” 


In an interview published the same day by LE FIGARO, 
Laurent Fabius, who also feels he is “not prepared to run™ in 
view of “the criticism to which he is being subjected in the 
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affair of the contaminated bdiood.” calls for the rallyme of 
the socialists and the entire left. “Nothing would be more 
damaging than a division and an insular spirit” he warns, 
regretting on'y that Mr. Jospin has “enlisted before the 
call-up.” 


Nevertheless, Mr. Fabius asserts that “the (socialist candi- 
date’s) primary qualification will have to be unimpeachable 
moral stature. That will be the key to the coming elections,” 
he says. “Every presidential election has its distinctive 
motif. In 1974, it was the need to inject new blood (...). In 
1981, the desire for change dominated. In 1988, it was 
experience (...). In 1995, the dominant theme should be of 
another nature. We will not be electing a super prime 
minister. We shall be electing the chief magistrate « f the 
nation.” 

Roland Dumas and Jean-Luc Melenchon expressed grat- 
ification that the debate among the socialists has now 
been brought into the open. Not being “of those wanting 
to cast 2 stone at Lionel Jospin,” the former minister of 
foreign affairs stated, at the “Grand Oral O'FM-La 
Croix,” on Thursday, that the move by the PS’s former 
first secretary has “given new life” to a PS “grown a bit 
inert after Jacques Delors’s withdrawal of his candi- 
dacy.” “This is the end of pol‘tics behind the scenes, 
where the gods of three cushion billiards reign,” wrote 
Mr. Melenchon in the bulletin of the Socialist Left. 


The PS's first secretary, Henri Emmanuelli, for his part, 
states that he is “steering clear of all judgments of persons” 
and that he is adhering to his “timetable for the democratic 
nomination of a candidate.” “Lionel Jospin says that he is 
placing himself at the disposal of the PS. That is interesting. 
It is not the end of a process. however, but rather its 
beginning,” said the PS's first secretary on Thursday, 
claiming to be, “as of now,” only “a candidate for the 
smooth running of the PS.” 


Mr. Jospin’s candidacy has brought reactions from out- 
side the PS as well. Reasserting that “the problem of a 
single candidacy for the left in the first round is not at 
issue,” Robert Hue, national secretary of the PCF 
[French Communist Party], stated Friday on RMC 
[Radio Monte Carlo], that [Lionel Jospin’s) candidacy is 
strictly the “business of the PS.” Similarly, the evening 
before, Radical had said that “clearly he was not 
affected” by Mr. Jospin’s candidacy, pointing out at the 
same time that “the man, his ideas, and the method he 
chose, represent exactly the contrary of what the left 
needs today for its renewal and victory.” 

The RPR’s [Rally for the Republic's] Jacques Toubon, 
minister of culture, expressed unequivocally, as a guest 
on the “Forum RMC-L’EXPRESS” program on 
Thursday, his “enormous esteem for the person and 
ethics” of Mr. Jospin, his classmate at the ENA 
[National School of Management]. 


Poll Shows Divisions in Society 


9SES0067A Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Dec 94 
pp 1, 10 


[Article by Franck Nouchi: “France Torn Apart”] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] SOFRES [French Opinion 
Polling Company] poll for LE MONDE and RTL 
/REVUE TECHNIQUE LUXEMBOURGEOISE] con- 
firms social gap keeps widening 

The finding is massive, incontrovertible: 89 percent of 
the persons polled by SOFRES deem French society 
“divided™'. Two persons out of three feel that the 
distinction between the well-to-do and the excluded 1s at 
the root of the major dissensions. The current social 
splits are no longer determined, as they were in the past, 
by opposition between the urban and rural populations, 
nor by the classic distinctions between the young and the 
old, employers versus employees, men versus women. 
All the responses to the SOFRES poll point in the same 
direction: The social bond is in the process oc“ disaggre- 
gation. A real fracture is taking place, with, in time, a real 
risk of explosion. 





Question: Do you fer! that the French society today is: 








Very united 1 
Rather united 9 
Subtotal 10 
Rather divided 58 
Very divided 3 
Subtotal 89 
No opimon ! 
































Question: Of the following distinctions, which are these that seem to 
you now to be creating the most significant divisions within the French 



































society: 

Percent (1) 
The distinction between the well-to-and the excluded 66 
The distinction between the employed and th unem- 55 
ployed 
The distinction between the French and the immigrants $2 
The distinction between the employers and the 33 
employees 
The distinction between the young and the elderly 2 
The distinction between the inhabitants of the inner 19 
city and the mhabitants of the suburbs 
The distinction between the inhabitants of the cities 13 
and the inhabitants of the rural areas 
The distinction between men and women 7 
No opimon 3 





(1) The total of these percentages is greater than 100, since the persons 
interviewed were permitted multiple responses. 


The surveys conducted over the past several months 
concur insofar as they demonstrate the extent to which 
the social situation in France is degrading. Of the per- 
sons interviewed, 63 percent deem that over the past 10 
years the gaps have tended to widen between the stan- 
dards of living of the different social strata. In 1983, only 


36 percent of persons polled thought so. The presidential 
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election being of the essence, the principal aspirants to 
the highest office consider the struggle against exclusion 
and dire poverty to be a paramount issue. But beyond 
the grand words, nothing really very concrete justifies 
hoping that innovative solutions are just around the 
corner. 


In genera|, when it comes to identifying the one or ones 
responsible for this situation, everyone has the answer. It 
boils down to the choice between the liberal society— 
seen as being inherently discriminatory and exclusion- 
ary—and the welfare state, seen as incapable of 
providing anything other than mechanical solidarity 
(retirement, social security, family allowances). 


There is one common thread, however: The perception that 
the excluded today are far less empowered to extricate 
themselves from the situation than they were in the past. 
Social minimums (wages, unemployment benefits, and 
social insertion) are too low, bordering in some cases on the 
poverty threshold, and are engendering the advent of 
ghettos and new forms and rates of delinquency. 


When polled by SOFRES as to the most serious dangers 
threatening the French, those interviewed ranked AIDS, 
unemployment, and drugs, in that order, well ahead of 
violence in the suburbs and the exclusion phenomenon. 
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struggle against cxclusion—in all its forms: through 
unemployment, illness, handicap, age, absence of 
diploma, drug abuse, alcoholism, etc—must be made, 
really so, a siational priority. 


In an article published in 1993 in the magazine LE 
DEBAT (September-October 1993), Denis Olivennes 
provided a graphic description of the vicious circle in 
which we are enclosed. “From the moment the principle 
of stabiiized taxation was established,” he wrote, “the 
growth of welfare-state spending has progressively can- 
nibalized the resources of the kingly state.” As the 
resources allocated to social security have increased, that 
of tax revenues allocated to the state has steadily dimin- 
ished. And as a result, the resources that the state 
allocates to the struggle against exclusion are absurdly 
insufficient. 


In this area, law enforcement will do little to change the 
situation, and in any case will not solve the basic 
problem. What is needed is to put an end to current logic 
and to institute innovative political approaches that will 
enable a real social integration. 





Question: Which of the personalities in this list seems to you the best 
able to unify the French? 







































































Even so, however, it is not an exaggeration to consider Percent 
the current situation explosive. Sennues Ghelons 39 
Question: In your opinion, which of the dangers in this list are the ant = 
gravest threats to the French society? Jacques Chirac ® 

Percent (1) Bernard Tapie 5 
AIDS 74 Philippe de Villiers 3 
Unem loyment 71 Jean-Marie Le Pen 3 
Drugs 69 Robert Hue I 
Violence in the suburbs 45 No opinion 17 
The phenomenon of exclusion % : 

E = = To this end, clearly, the French thought they had found 
Corruption 33 their champion in the person of Jacques Delors, the 
Fear of the future 29 president of the European Commission. But now that he 
Religious intolerance 19 has decided not to become a candidate for election to the 
rere 7 presidency of the Republic, who will pick up the torch of 

_—— the social treatment of the society? The French society is 
Road accidents 16 decomposing. Its feeling of being part of one and the 
Addiction to smoking 6 same community is disaggregating. And as is often the 








(1) The total of these percentages is greater than 100, since the persons 
interviewed were permitted multiple responses. 





New Benefits 


This being the case, what solutions might there be? 
Beyond the great principles—such as reinventing com- 
munity bonds, a new social environment—it is clear 
today that new, more individualized benefits must be 
introduced, with the participation of associations, busi- 
ness enterprises, the social partners [management and 
labor], local entities, and public-sector services. The 


case in such circumstances, when a people no longer 
knows where it is heading, no longer knows its own 
identity, it gives itself up to complacency, to populism, 
or to nationalism. 


Twenty years ago, the first “No future’’ graffiti [in 
English] appeared on our walls. We said to ourselves that 
this lack of a future was certainly not something just 
around the corner. Yet, here it is, decidedly with us, 
today: In cities, in suburbs, in rural areas, all hope has 
been lost that anything good will be coming from this 
society or the future. 
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Footnote 1. This poll was conducted by SOFRES for LE 
MONDE and RTL during the period 5-7 December 
a nationwide sample of 1,000 persons 
representative of the population aged 18 and over, using 
the quota method and stratification by region and 
category of agglomeration. 


Mitterrand on Nuclear Deterrent Policy 
95ES0067B Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Jan 95 p 11 


[Article by J.L: “Mr. Mitterrand Refuses To Extend 
France’s Nuclear Deterrent Force to Europe”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Meeting with the entire French 
General Staff, which had come to present to him its New 
Year’s wishes, Francois Mitterrand, on Thursday 5 Jan- 
uary, less than five months prior to his forthcoming 
departure from the Elysee, reaffirmed France’s defense 
doctrine based on nuclear deterrence, which “by nature 
is difficult to share.”’ “Our deterrent strategy remains at 
the core of our defense system. There is no question of 
changing strategy. Nor is there any question, for the 
moment, of extending this deterrent strategy to Europe,” 
said Mr. Mitterand. 


“Before we can speak of European deterrence, some 
common interests will need to have been identified. The 
concept, for the moment, is still too vague. That is a job 
for the next century,” he said. The head of state never- 
theless stressed the progress of European defense. 
“Europe in terms of a unified defense is on the move. We 
have moved from progressive step to progressive step,” 
he said, citing as projects under way: the European corps, 
the French-Italian-Spanish air-sea Euroforce, the 
Franco-British Euro-air group, and the Franco-German 
armament agency. : 


On the subject of NATO, Mr. Mitterrand pointed out 
that France is part of the Alliance, “even if some pretend 
to forget it,” he said. But, for all that, France has no 
intention of “getting involved in military decisions,” 
except, he said, “in the case where our forces are 
engaged.” “For a long time,” the president of the 
Republic added, “the Americans dreaded the prospect of 
a European defense, but they have understood that we 
were acting in good faith. We can build a Europe of 
unified defense without loosening our ties with NATO.” 


Prospects for War Vessel Sales Examined 


95ES0067C Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Dec 95 
pis 


[Article by Jacques Isnard: “France Negotiating With 
Four Foreign Clients the Supplying of 18 War Vessels’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] France is currently negotiating 
with four foreign countries—South Africa, Malaysia, 
United Arab Emirates [UAE], and Kuwait-—the sup- 
plying of a total of 18 warships. Rumor has it that talks 
relative to the earliest of these deliveries are likely to be 
successfully completed in March 1995. Generally 
speaking, based on DGA [General Delegation for 
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Weapons] studies, it appears that the world market for 
surface vessels of medium and small tonnage is in a 
recovery upswing, and can be valued at between 120 and 
130 billion francs[Fr] for the 10 year period 1994-2003. 
More than half of this market ‘s in the countries of Asia 
and Oceania. 


Roughly speaking and based on figures for the period 
1980-1992, French exports of naval materiel represent 
about 15 percent of its total orders, versus 50 percent for 
airborne and 35 percent for land-based weapons. It is 
known that this sector has registered sizable sales in the 
last few years to Saudi Arabia (contracts code-named 
Sawari) and Taiwan (contract code-named Bravo). 
France exports more naval equipment, in proportion to 
its global activities in the sector, than do the United 
States and the United Kingdom, but less than Germany. 


The talks now under way suggest that France has a 
strategic plan for exports, relative to the United States 
and some of its European partners. The United States 
offers heavier ships (in the range of 7,000 tons) and 
unarmed or mothballed (used materiel). The European 
countries, particularly Spain, Italy, Germany, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Great Britain, are France’s main rivals. 


South Africa 


With South Africa, France is negotiating the sale of four 
2,200-ton corvettes. These, known as “multi-mission” 
ships, have a platform accommodating a helicopter and 
are especially seaworthy and suited for distant offshore 
patrols. Above all, Pretoria requires from France that 
South African industry itself be responsible for the 
integration of the different onboard weapon systems. 


Malaysia 


With Malaysia, the requirement is for initial delivery of 
six 1,200-ton patrol boats, the size of a French Aviso, 
classed locally as “offshore patrol vessels.’ They are 
actually ocean-going patrol boats. 


United Arab Emirates 


With the UAE, negotiations, concerning which the two 
countries involved are i efusing to lift a corner of the veil, 
center on four 2,800-ton frigates. This type of vessel 
resembles the frigates of the La Fayette class, six of 
which are to be commissioned by the French Navy 
between 1994 and 2001 for the control of overseas 
maritime spaces and for the settling of limited crises in 
Europe. The competition in this market is from the 
Netherlands. 


Kuwait 


With Kuwait the game is tougher. The contract being 
negotiated relates to the sale of four 2,200-ton corvettes 
and four, possibly even six, fast patrol boats (of the P 37 
BR type designed at Cherbourg by Construction Meca- 
nique de Normandie). The patrol boats are to be 
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equipped with Matra onboard Sadral antiaircraft mis- 
siles, guided by Thomson radars, according to the 
requirements specified by the Kuwaitis. The officials of 
the emirate have already postponed, several times, the 
signing of the order, each time introducing new condi- 
tions, such as the requirement that France take back as a 
trade-in some of their old military materiel. 


Besides European competition, which is appreciable 
notably in the category of offshore patrol vessels, France 
comes up against a vigorous commercial counteroffen- 
sive by the United States in these countries. Since 1992, 
the U.S. Navy, with the assistance of private shipyards, 
has been offering to sell or even rent used ships to them, 
notably escort vessels of the Gearing class and frigates of 
the Knox class. These offers satisfy the client only 
temporarily. Most of the ships in question conform to 
American Navy standards, so that their maintenance 
cost often exceeds the financial capabilities of the buyer, 
and their operational characteristics are poorly suited to 
the buyer’s actual needs. 


Clients that were long considered particularly comfort- 
ably off from a budgetary standpoint—as in the case of 
the Middle East—are weighing the terms of their con- 
tracts today very carefully. They are well aware that their 
suppliers are engaged in a ruthless trade war, and they 
are taking advantage of it, confidently playing one off 
against the other. 
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Saudi Arabia is one of those countries. The Saudis 
settled their contract code-named Al-Yamana wiih the 
United Kingdom—involving the sale of 20 Tornado 
fighter planes over a period of 10 years—by means of a 
barter agreement involving oil on the basis of a fixed 
rate. Riyadh thus hopes to hedge against an ill wind, such 
as a lifting of the embargo imposed on Iraq, that would 
bring about a substantial drop in the price of crude. 


With France, Saudi Arabia acted differently when it 
ordered two 3,550-ton missile-launching frigates a 
month ago under contract “Sawari 2” (LE MONDE 23 
November). The contract, which includes an option on a 
third frigate and aid toward the building of a naval base, 
is valued at around Fr19 billion. The Saudis agreed to a 
minimum payment of between 0.5 and | percent of the 
value, at the signing of the draft government- 
to-government accord. Tradition, instead, calls for an 
initial down payment of 15 percent. Riyadh also prom- 
ised to begin its initial settlement in not less than two 
years. French negotiators recognize that such conditions 
are relatively exceptional, but they assert in private that 
fundamentally they are not worried about the Saudis’ 
long-term financial capabilities. 


Most of these deals are, first of all, political. Indeed, it 
was just 13 years ago that Riyadh signed its first “Sawari 
1” contract—for four frigates and two refueling tank- 
ers—on the eve of the 1981 presidential election. 
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Commentary Praises Clinton's ‘Enthusiasm’ 


BR2601141195 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
26 Jan 95 pp 1, 14 


[Commentary by Furio Colombo: “Clinton’s Dream 
Wins Over America™} 


[FBIS Translated Text] As we know, the public mood is 
vulnerable in the present political climate. But Clinton 
entered the Congress building with a precarious 51 
percent popularity rating among the American public, 
and came out with a triumphant 83 percent. 


It was a propitious setting. The U.S. President was 
almost permanently at the center of the television screen, 
with his friendly face and his persuasive mode of pre- 
sentation, sometimes seeking to entice, sometimes 
resorting to dramatic outbursts. Behind him there were 
two other leaders—Vice President Al Gore, who leads 
the Senate; and Newt Gingrich. the new speaker of the 
House, a “Republican, a Reaganite conservative, old 
tradition and new revolution” (in his own words). 


I cannot say for certain that Clinton predicted some of 
the visual effects, but those effects did occur. For 
instance, Bill Clinton said: “I don’t want to be a party 
pooper, but I must draw attention to the problem of 
automatic and semiautomatic weapons, which are 
causing slaughter in the hands of so many of our young- 
sters.”” He pointed to the slimmer ranks of the Demo- 
crats. “Do you know why many people did not return to 
Washington after the 8 November elections? Because 
they voted against the weapons lobby. Ask many of those 
who did return about the kind of pressures they are 
under to vote against the Brady Bill” (the bill limiting 
access to firearms, which was passed by Congress, with a 
Democratic majority, a year ago—LA REPUBBLICA 
editor's note). 


After that remark Al Gore stood up and applauded 
vigorously, while Newt Gingrich remained seated, 
scratching his face. Less than half the House were on 
their feet, and they responded to the Democrat President 
with shouts and applause. The camera showed us, as it 
panned across the audience, that all the rest were seated 
and immobile. According to experts in American parlia- 
mentary history, this is the first time that the speaker of 
either house has remained seated, in icy silence, when 
the U.S. president has been applauded. Under both 
Reagan and Bush the Democrats refused to join in 
ovations. But the speaker of the House, who could be 
seen behind the President, has always stood up to join in 
the applause. This happened on several occasions on the 
evening of the State of the Union speech—when Clinton 
said that children must not be punished by depriving 
poor mothers of assistance, that savings must not be 
made to the detriment of the less fortunate members of 
society, that the welfare issue must not be exploited to 
divide and anger people. And above all when he said: “If 
you approve a constitutional amendment establishing 
the obligation to balance the budget, before I sign it, and 
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the American people with me, we want to know where 
you are making cuts, what cuts you are making, and who 
must suffer the sacrifices that you are imposing.” It 
happened when Bill Clinton pointed out that “since we 
last met, another 1.5 million Americans have lost their 
health insurance.” 


In the “applause war,” my impression is that the Presi- 
dent calculated, with the skill of a good politician, the 
effect that his words would have in each instance. 
Clinton also pursued the opposite path, in seeking gen- 
eral approval and an area of truce or cooperation 
between the two parties that share America’s votes. He 
said, and repeated, that the government must be small, 
inexpensive, and efficient (general applause); that it 
must in every way prevent the arrival of more immi- 
grants (ovation); that it is possible to cooperate with the 
Republicans to find some solution, albeit in small steps, 
to the serious issue of medical protection for the 36 
million Americans that have no form of insurance 
(heartfelt applause from the Democrats, a little applause 
from Gingrich’s Republicans, and a picture of Bob Dole, 
the Repub!ican leader in the Senate, considered to the 
“Left” of Gingrich, looking thoughtful and immobile). 


Remembering that he is a politician appreciated for his 
powers of oratory, Clinton delivered two master strokes. 
One was dramatic: “We cannot change what happened 
in the past. But we do have the power to change what 
may happen in the future.” The other was cheerful: “As 
I was visiting the flooded areas of Los Angeles yesterday 
a lady did something that many of you would never do. 
She said to me: I am a Republican, but I want to hug 
you.” In both instances he achieved his rhetorical effect 
and drew an ovation. 


Clinton apologized for his ‘““mistakes’"-—and it has been 
proved (consider Ronald Reagan's undisturbed domina- 
tion of public opinion) that this is one mistake that a 
political leader must not make. Instead of defending the 
plan proposed by himself and Hillary Rodham Clinton 
on universal health insurance (which was defeated before 
the Republican victory 8 November), the President 
displayed an attitude of resignation. 


But he then recovered his poise as a liberal leader ir. 
defending his proposal to increase the minimum guaran- 
teed wage, at a time of full prosperity and low inflation. 
He looked toward the new Republicans. “Today you 
received your first paychecks as deputies. May | remind 
you that it is more or less the same as an American 
worker in the lowest wage band earns in a year?” Again 
only part of the audience applauded, and House Speaker 
Gingrich stayed sitting down, with his arms crossed. 


Commentators say that Clinton spoke too long. In terms 
of rhetoric, he performed well, however, and there were 
no uncertainties or gaps. As I said, the public granted 
him their overwhelming approval. Perhaps his sudden 
fluctuations between acceptance and revolt, between 
adaptation to the new Republican climate and a few 
sharp remarks, together with some effective images, 
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benefited him. He was benefited mainly by the fact that he 
did not spend all his time claiming the recognition that is 
his due. He did so in a few brief remarks, particularly when 
he said: “I imagine you all agree that this country is 
wealthier and stronger than two years ago.” 


Clinton reminded people of why they used to like him, 
he enthusiastically harped on the current popular topics 
(religion, the family), but he applied the brakes sharply 
on the issue of social justice and the defense of the poor. 
His tone, even when expressing opposition, revealed the 
typical sense of enthusiasm that people recognize in 
Clinton and that may have been his real victory that 
evening. He chided the media, “which exploit people as 
spectators and consumers” (almost the same words as 
the pope used), and said that citizens receive biased 
information (almost the same words as Cardinal Martini 
used). He made masterly use of the very television that 
he was criticizing. He made both peace and war, acting 
both as conciliator and the leader willing to lose as long 
as he is on the right side. If only he were as good in deed 
as he is in word, his Democratic supporters must have 
sighed, nobody would defeat us. Indeed, Clinton's good 
speech did show the difference between the State of the 
Union, which is good, and the state of his presidency, 
which is not good. 


And yet there is scope for action and maneuver, between 
Clinton’s dreams and the narrow and arid area demar- 
cated by the new Republicans. Do you want proof of it? 
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The reply to his speech came from Republican Governor 
of New Jersey Mrs. Christine Whitman. Americans 
firmly believe that if a leader speaks (even if it is the U.S. 
president) there must be a reply from the other party. For 
the first time, this task fell to a woman. This woman, 
with her determined demeanor and pleasant appearance, 
has achieved the first success of her governorship: As of 
today, if any woman drawing welfare gives birth to 
another child, she will be struck off the list and lose her 
benefits. We consider this principle questionable, to say 
the least, for the most Christian Mrs. Whitman, but she 
and her Republicans are very proud of it. Her “reply 
speech” can be summed up in three points: “I have cut 
taxes. I am cutting taxes. I will cut taxes.” 


Mrs. Whitman is a fortunate politician. Nobody has 
asked her—yet—how she compensated for the reduction 
in public revenue, where she cut expenditure, and who 
paid for those cuts. Perhaps she benefits from the fact 
that mothers deprived of public assistance for having 
given birth again without the governor's permission have 
no easy access to the media. 


The debate between “before” and “after” in America 
starts now. The voice of opposition, Mrs. Whitman— 
though she made it clear that she was speaking on behaif 
of the whole of American Republican opinion—said not 
a single word about foreign policy. Bill Clinton, in a 
speech lasting an hour and 21 minutes, devoted only 4 
minutes and 27 seconds to it. The world is receding into 
the distance. 
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Census Motion Withdrawn To Avoid Confidence 
ote 


LD2601215595 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 2100 GMT 26 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The PCP [Portuguese Com- 
munist Party] came up with 2 surprise when it withdrew 
its censure motion from being voted upon in parliament 
and thus asked for the end of the debate. The justifica- 
tion given by the Communists ts that they do not want to 
give the censure motion the opportunity to become a 
confidence motion for the government which has a 
majority which would turn down the Communist initia- 
tive. 


Then a discussion started on whether the debate should 
or should not continue. The PCP stated it did not want 
it to continue but the other parties said yes because, for 
example, the CDS [Social Democratic Center Party] had 
not yet had its chance to speak—it is doing so at the 
moment through Professor Adriano Moreira. 


The Communist Party decision was viewed by the PSD 
[Social Democrats] and the government as a Communist 
defeat, as humiliating and as a farse, as we have already 
heard from the prime minister: 


[Begin recording] [Prime Minister Cavaco Silva] This 
only confirms what I have stated: It is a mere political 
game; it is clear opportunism; it is a maneuver, it is 
something I consider totally unacceptable in democ- 
racy—and most of all because it is about East Timor. I 
am deeply shocked to see that the East Timcrese issue, 
the drama of the East Timorese people, as we have seen 
now, has been used for political maneuvers. 


[Unidentified journalist] But, anyway, you ended up 
without your confidence vote. 


[Silva] Do you want a bigger confidence vote than what 
is happening in parliament at the moment? I did not 
expect any of this. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Silva Replies to Communist Cail for Early 
Elections 


LD2601 194395 Lisbon RDP Antena 1] Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Communist Party [PCP] par- 
liamentary censure motion against the government has 
been the main point of today’s political agenda. Com- 
munist leader Carlos Carvalhas criticized the govern- 
ment for over 40 minutes. [passage omitted] 


As far as Carvalhas is concerned, all of the PSD [Social 
Democrats] and government policies are in question and 
the OGMA [General Aeronautical Workshops] case is 
simply a clear example to be added to many others 
which, according to the communists, justify immediate 
early elections. [passage omitted] 
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Prime Minister Cavaco Silva replied by saying that the 
PCP has no scruples and even confessed that he feels 
shocked by the fact that the PCP used the OGMA case as 
a political weapon: 


[Begin Silva recording] The PCP parliamentary group's 
initiative for this censure motion is clear evidence of the 
total lack of scruples in its political confrontation and 
shows a regrettable lack of consideration for what is the 
deepest national interest. To transform, in parliament, 
essential tools of our constitutional structures into mere 
pretexts for political electoral confrontation, is an atti- 
tude which subverts the most basic democratic rules, 
thus trivializing ethical principles and respect for insti- 
tutions. The East Timorese cause is a national issue 
which ts above party political interests and should not be 
allowed to become involved in political maneuvers. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


The prime minister is shocked with the excuse given by 
the PCP for its censure motion and laughed at the 
pilgrimage to Belem Cavaco Silva says this is ridiculous: 


[Begin Silva recording] I cannot but be sorry to also see 
that, once again, the opposition parties have tried to 
involve the president in their party political maneuvers. 
As you well know, this behavior by the opposition in 
Portugal is seen in the EU as ridiculous and is considered 
as evidence of the lack of maturity in our democracy. 
Indeed, it is not imaginable to see in any other EU 
country a pilgrimage to the presidential palace by oppo- 
sition leaders like the one we have witnessed in the past 
few days and which is a repeat of what happened last 
October. We have to acknowledge that, despite the 
notable progress achieved in our country as regards the 
behavior have not yet achieved the maturity which is a 
characteristic of developed Europe. [end recording] [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Majority United Against Communist Censure 
Motion 


BR2601144895 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 25 Jan 95 p7 


[Report by Paula Sa: “‘Motion of Confidence’ to 
Cavaco”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] “We are going to transform the 
PCP’s [Portuguese Communist Party] motion of censure 
into a motion of confidence in the government,” said 
Pacheco Pereira, the parliamentary leader of the 
Socialist group, to DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. 


Tomorrow the motion of censure put forward by the 
Communists will end up being a unique opportunity for 
the Social Democratic Party [PSD] parliamentary group 
to give a public show of total support for the govern- 
ment. Pacheco Pereira will himself make the speech on 
the merits of the matter and will give a clear reply to the 
opposition to the effect that there are no institutional 
grounds for dissolving the Assembly of the Republic. 
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Almost all 135 deputies in the social democratic group 
will show up in force to oppose the Communists’ motion 
of censure. Even some prominent figures who have 
remained aloof from the big parliamentary debates, such 
as Alvaro Barreto and Rui Machete, will raise their 
voices to show how united the majority is. 


Prime Minister Cavaco Silva, as well as Fernando 
Nogueira and Durao Barroso, the defense minister and 
foreign minister, will be at Sao Bento palace [Assembly 
of the Republic] in person to attend the showdown. 


With this “move” of taking political advantage of the 
PCP’s censure motion, brought on by the second 
“OGMA [General Workshops for Aeronautic Material] 
affair,” the PSD is primarily sending two signals to 
Belem [presidential palace]: that there is no consensus 
among the political forces for dissolution, and that from 
the institutional point of view [Portuguese President] 
Soares will not find any serious arguments for wielding 
this presidential power. 


Soares will be faced with an image of a majority united as 
never before and without any “break” in support for the 
government led by Cavaco Silva. 


Moreover, one of Pacheco Pereira’s arguments will be 
that that majority was mandated by the Portuguese 
people to successfully carry out (or at least carry out for 
a period of four years) the program of a government 
given legitimacy by this same majority of deputies. 


In brandishing the arguments of Socialist Leader 
Antonio Guterres, who immediately after the announce- 
ment of Cavaco’s resignation from the PSD presidency 
called for the dissolution of the Assembly of the Republic 
as soon as a new social democratic leader was found, 
Pacheco Pereira will be committing himself: “All of my 
efforts on behalf of the parliamentary group will be 
directed at enhancing the commitment made to the 
voters and not involving them in any internal party 
conflicts.” 


What seemed to be a political godsend for the PCP, in an 
immediate reply to the crisis unleashed by the “scandal” 
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of the servicing work provided by the OGMA’s on two 
engines from Indonesia, ended up falling into the lap of 
the PSD, but only after Cavaco announced his resigna- 
tion. 


The leadership of the parliamentary group even altered 
the entire strategy of replying to the PCP’s motion of 
censure, which assumed a new leading role. Instead of 
choosing certain voices to fight the “OGMA affair,” 
which will end up being one of the details in the debate, 
everything will center on Pacheco Pereira and the gov- 
ernment’s “motion of confidence.” 


CDS Abstains 


The position which the centrists take on the motion of 
censure will also help the social-democratic deputies. 
When the time comes to vote the CDS/PP [Social 
Democratic Center Party/Popular Party] will abstain. 


The centrist parliamentary leader mentioned to DIARIO 
DE NOTICIAS the reasons for the lack of support for the 
motion, even though his own CDS/PP advanced one a 
short while ago. Narana Coissoro recalled that in the first 
*“OGMA affair” (in which two Angolan MPLA airplanes 
were repaired) the Communists took the government’s 
side. 


“Why table a motion of censure now? Especially since 
they were the ones who were mainly responsible for 
everything that happened in East Timor,” Narana 
stressed. 


Apart from these arguments, there are many people who 
view this abstention by the centrists as the beginning of 
the “courtship” of the PSD to perhaps have future 
agreements with a majority that is not absolute, after 
Cavaco’s farewell. 


The Socialists are going to emphasize the Communists’ 
motion of censure, although they feel it is “inoppor- 
tune,” but they will not fail to support it out of a logic of 
united opposition to the government and join forces so 
that the dissolution is transformed from mere rhetoric to 
reality in late February, after the PSD congress. 
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Daily: Second Part of U.S. Presidency 
‘Minimalist’ 

BR2601145195 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 26 Jan 95 
plo 


[Editorial: “Republican Clinton”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Clinton yesterday confessed his 
sins and announced his intention to mend his ways 
before the U.S. Congress in the traditional State of the 
Union address which marks the midway point of the 
presidential term. Following the arrival of a Republican 
majority in the two houses, a development unprece- 
dented in the past 40 years, yesterday's speech entailed 
setting the presidency’s counter to zero and launching 
the program for completing the term and attempting 
reelection in two years’ time. The aim confessed by the 
President was to occupy the ideological center; between 
the conservative majority which is pushing him right- 
ward and the progressive electorate which took him to 
the White House two years ago and which has found 
itself frustrated by the failure of his most socially signif- 
icant projects, such as the health reform. 


It is not easy to gauge the extent of the ideological shifts; 
even more so when taking into account the image of a 
hesitant and erratic President. In his eagerness to mend 
his ways, Clinton yesterday accepted a large part of the 
Republican catechism, represented by cutting taxes, the 
public bureaucracy, and the budget, even at the expense 
of social assistance. In the meantime, the congressmen of 
the new majority applauded him with an enthusiasm 
close to merriment on seeing a convert recant. 


The satisfied looks of ultraconservative Newt Gingrich, 
the speaker of the House and leader of the new majority, 
flanking the President, punctuated the speech of this 
very moderate Clinton, who found himself forced to 
concentrate in a few symbols the ruins of his presidential 
program. The increase in the minimum wage, the 
defense of his program to combat crime and limit 
firearms, and the claiming for his presidency of the 
benefits of economic growth are the few assets on which 
he concentrated his defense. The clear but brief reminder 
of the world leadership forced upon Washington was not 
unconnected with this before an audience inclined to 
absorption in foreign policy [as published]. 


What remains of his presidential program was presented 
in a conservative key, stemming directly from the 
Republican pressure. His proposal for moral renewal, 
with greater emphasis on individual responsibility than 
on citizens’ rights, his defense of the middle classes, and 
his plans to combat illegal immigration, had the clear 
aim of touching the most sensitive fibers of the conser- 
vative mentality which prevailed in the November elec- 
tions. 


According to the first opinion polls and assessments, the 
outcome is not bad for the President. The Republicans 
are satisfied, and the Democrats believe that he has 
regained the initiative and the ability to articulate a 
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compromise political line. Clinton is thus left with some 
possibility of contemplating reelection. For this he must 
be able to take advantage of this more centered and 
credible image of a President who does not scruple to 
head the majority's program but acts at the same time as 
a factor tempering excessive impetuousness. 


In order to reach the end of the journey successfully, he 
will also, as is obvious, have to count on his opponents’ 
failure. It therefore emerges from the State of the Union 
speech that the second part of the presidency will be 
minimalist. The Republican majority will take over 
effective political management and will face erosion, 
while the White House seeks its new sphere of activity in 
a less executive, almost French-style, presidency, in 
cohabitation with its opposition. In two years’ time it 
will be known whether Clinton has successfully passed 
this test of program tightrope walking forced upon him 
by the new majority in Congress. 


Report: Spain Exporting Arms to Third World 


BR2601144395 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 26 Jan 
95 p 49 


[Report by Rosa M. Tristan: “Spain Is Using FAD 
Credits To Export Arms to the Third World” 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—From 1980 to 1990 
Spain allocated 61.767 billion pesetas [P] worth of 
credits from the Development Assistance Fund [FAD] to 
finance exports of military equipment to non- 
industrialized countries, in some of which wars were 
being fought. 


This figure represents one fourth of the overall amount 
of funds earmarked by the government for promoting 
industry and exports by granting very low-interest 
credits to non-industrialized countries which purchase 
goods from Spanish companies. 


This is the conclusion of the study “The Arms Trade— 
Spain's responsibility," published by the non- 
governmental organization Intermon and presented yes- 
terday by its author Tica Font. 


The report indicates that Spain’s annual exports of arms 
total between P85 and P95 billion, which means this 
country ranks in the 13th place among arms exporters 
worldwide. As an importer, Spain is in the ninth place. 


Among the countries where wars are taking place, or 
haven taken place in the past few years, and which have 
received FAD credits from Spain to finance the purchase 
of military equipment, are Angola, Egypt, Somalia, 
Uganda, Morocco, and Mozambique. In half a dozen 
countries, all the “FAD money” has been used for this 


purpose. 


Sales to Angola 


In the case of Angola, in 1993 sales totaled over P5 
billion, at a time when, according to Intermon, a royal 
decree was already in force expressly prohibiting the sale 
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of arms if “there is any rational evidence suggesting that 
defense or dual-purpose equipment may be used in 
actions that undermine peace, stability, or security at 
global or international level.’ Apart from this, in 
December 1991 Spain subscribed to the recommenda- 
tions of the Development Aid Committee, which are 
phrased in similar terms. 


On the other hand, some NGO programs to provide 
assistance with health and education in Angola barely 
totaled P500 million. 


From the data collected by Tica Font, obtained from 
four different sources, it is apparent that 80 percent of 
these exports are carried out through public companies. 
This is why the organization has denounced the govern- 
ment’s lack of transparency in this matter “given that it 
shields itself by saying that this is a classified and 
confidential area in order to provide no information, 
which makes it difficult to exercise any political control 
over arms sales.” 


Indeed, the study indicates that in 1992 there was a 
discrepancy in excess of P40 billion between the exports 
declared by military equipment companies in their 
reports and the data recorded by customs’ offices. “This 
is due to the fact,” Font explained, “that certain consign- 
ments are considered a ‘classified subject,’ while in other 
cases the consignments are not differentiated so that 
guns are specified as metal tubes, and tanks as vehicles.” 
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He added that the statistics “do not include light arms 
either, such as pistols, ammunition, and hand-grenades.” 


Intermon Madrid chief Chema Vera criticized “the lack 
of a political will to change the situation with regard to 
this trade, because weapons are big business, and their 
sale is promoted by the state, but this is something which 
cannot be justified by saying that it creates employment 
or that other countries do the same because any equip- 
ment can be converted.” 


Foreign Debt 

According to Intermon, “the Ministerial Council autho- 
rizing arms exports makes decisions following economic, 
business or industrial criteria rather than security crite- 
ria.” 

Intermon also pointed out that “the purchase of arms 
accounts for almost 30 percent of the Third World's 
foreign debt,” and that almost 50 million people are 
refugees or have fled from their country of origin because 
of war. 


Among its proposals, Intermon requests that the govern- 
ment dispense with business interests in the arms trade, 
that it advocates reforming the United Nations Organi- 
zation so as to be able to denounce countries, such as 
Spain, that do not comply with the regulations, and it 
asks for a parliamentary committee to be set up to 
control arms sales and purchases. 
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Denmark 
Dailies View Clinton ‘State of Union’ Address 


Clinton Did ‘Right Thing’ 
BR2701110095 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 26 Jan 95 p 10 


{Editorial: “The Test of Strength in the United States”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Bill Clinton has 
achieved a fair number of results since he moved into the 
White House. The U.S. budget deficit is falling after 
many years of inexorable rise. Two major breakthroughs 
in the trade area, the NAFTA agreement on free trade 
with Canada and Mexico as well as the international 
GATT agreement, are in place and approved ) ‘he 
legislators in Washington. Democratic Party iss: f 
many years standing, such as freer access to abortion and 
stricter control of firearms, have been achieved in spite 
of determined resistance from the Republicans. The first 
stage of a restructuring of taxes which will primarily 
benefit the weakest groups in the United States has been 
launched. However Clinton's political problem is that 
these initiatives have been overshadowed by setbacks in 
other central areas of his election platform, such as a 
reform of U.S. health insurance and efforts to fight 
crime. The U.S. middle class also does not feel that its 
conditions have been improved. rather the opposite. The 
administration has also been plagued by internal unrest, 
and in decisive situations the President himself seems to 
have had difficulties asserting himself. 


This was the situation on the early hours of Wednesday 
[25 January] Danish time when Bill Clinton delivered 
his annual address to both houses of Congress, becoming 
the first Democratic president in forty years to stand 
before a legislative assembly controlled by the Republi- 
cans. In this difficult situation he did what was the only 
right thing politically. He met his opponents half way by 
declaring that there will be further cuts in the federal 
machine, decentralization of the public sector will be 
intensified, and that more money will remain in citizens’ 
own pockets. But he also warned the Republicans that 
there are definite limits to what he will accept from the 
strong right-wing winds sweeping over the American 
continent. If Congressional attacks on the welfare state 
become too deafening he will use his veto, and confron- 
tation with the legislators will) be a reality. 


In his speech Clinton returned to the political themes 
with which he won the presidential election, his objec- 
tive being to regain the politica! initiative he had lost in 
the midterm elections. His task will be to emerge as an 
alternative to the Republican majority in Congress 
which has 2~»ounced a real tidal wave of new bills which 
propose a drastic restructuring of U.S. society. 


The task wili be difficult. It is true that the first opinion 
polls after the President's speech did indicate that his 
appeal to the American people had been successful. But 
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ahead ts an exhausting test of strength between the White 
House and Capitol Hill, and only the coming months will 
show whether there can be any talk of a lasting come- 
back. 


Address Shows Clinton as ‘Realist’ 
BR2701110295 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 26 Jan 95 p 19 


[Editorial: “The State of the United States of America”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United States moved to the 
right in the midterm election in November. And the 
speaker of the House of Representatives who welcomed 
President Bill Clinton to Congress on Tuesday evening 
[24 January] is both frighteningly reactionary and prim- 
itive in his political thinking. For example Newt Ging- 
rich thinks that you can limit the number of pregnant 
teenagers by taking welfare away from single mothers. It 
was a relief to hear President Clinton drawing the line 
here in his speech on the “state of the union,” in which 
he had to indicate willingness to work together with the 
Republican majority in Congress. “We should not 
exclude people just because they are poor, young, and 
unmarried; we should not punish poor children for their 
parents’ mistakes,” the President said plainly. 

Whether people listened to him is another thing. These 
days American society is absolutely fascinated by televi- 
sion reporting of a trial in which a famous football 
player, who is black, stands accused of murdering his 
former wife, who was white, and her new boyfriend. 
Three national television networks follow every move 
and viewer interest confirms the fact that the United 
States is a society which seldom concerns itself with vital 
social issues but gives itself over completely to entertain- 
ment in absurd quantities Only in exceptional cases do 
the media remind people that millions of homeless men, 
women, and children sleep in the streets, and that there 
are more and more of them ail the time. More and more 
children take firearms to school, but current discussion 
centers on whether children should be expelled from 
school for good or only temporarily, and who should pay 
for the installation of more and more metal detectors. 


The Republican majority in Congress is talking about 
extending access to buying firearms, not restricting it. In 
Bill Clinton's speech it sounded like the President would 
use his right to veto if the Republicans tried to allow 
sales of the semiautomatic weapons similar to subma- 
chine guns which Clinton and the Democrats succeeded 
in removing from the weapons shops. Here too there is a 
limit to what the Democratic president will tolerate from 
the Republican majority in Congress. 


But the President's midterm defeat in November 
changed the political climate in the United States and it 
created justifiable doubts about Bill Clinton's chances of 
carrying out his policies and being reelected. The Repub- 
lican right wing will not succeed in getting its proposal 
for increased military appropriations through, because 
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that would spoil the chances of tax relief for the middle 
classes. There is not enough money in the social welfare 
budget to provide tax relief even if most of it were 
crossed out. 


Bill Clinton was elected in 1992 among other things on 
the basis of a promise of tax relief for the middle classes. 
This promise was repeated in the speech but in the 
responsible formulation that tax cuts would be carried 
out only in ways which will benefit employment. There is 
talk of tax deductions for children’s education, real 
estate purchases. and the costs of medical care and 
medication. The health insurance reform which was part 
of middle- class hopes when he was elected will scarcely 
come to anything now that the Republicans, the health 
industry, and the insurance companies have succeeded 
in derailing the issue. 


The President wants to raise the minimum wage of about 
26 kroner an hour—an amount on which no one in the 
United States can live unless he has two jobs or works a 
very large number of hours. People who have nothing 
but the minimum wage send their children to bed hungry 
in one of the world’s mchest societies. 


After the shift to the sight the President also had to say 
things that appealed to the right wing. These were 
primarily promises to cooperate, to put America and 
Americans before partisan considerations, and to cut 
down on federal bureaucracy. Along with the swing to the 
right the United States 1s also experiencing an increas- 
ingly direct attack on Washington itself. 


In the midst of the process of European integration, 
people in Europe should perhaps pay greater attention to 
the strong political trends which are currently emerging 
in American political debate in support of individual 
caates. The President's message on the “state of the 
union™ was definitely not the place for him either to 
encourage or dramatize tendencies toward disintegra- 
tion, but they are actually being heard even in respon- 
sible Republican circles. 


In the area of foreign policy the President can be 
commended only for his strong willingness to help 
Mexico out of its economic difficulties. Guaranteeing 
this neighboring country’s economic development is a 
far-sighted policy. and you have to make allowances for 
the fact that political considerations forced the President 
to say that illegal immigration should be stopped and 
criminal immigrants expeiled. 


President Bill Clinton has often been accused of pur- 
suing a wavering course, and his chances of reelection in 
the presidential election in the fall of 1996 are currently 
rated as very low. But writing him off before the field of 
candidates is known is irresponsible. The Republicans 
could have major problems controlling the far right and 
the religious nght, and the possibility of candidates from 
outside the major parties could change the whole picture. 
Bill Clinton could do that himself too. If he uses the 
presidential veto to stop the extremist outrages now 
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being advocated, he might emerge as a strong president, 
even if his “strength” in this instance is measured by 
what he prevents being done, rather then what he accom- 
plishes himself. This is sad, but a possibility in American 
politics. It is encouraging, however, that the American 
press which has treated Bill Clinton so badly has now got 
the genuine Republican article to deai with in the form of 
Newt Gingrich, and that after only a few weeks many 
people are finding this American Glistrup [Danish right- 
wing populist politician] phenomenon more frightening 
than entertaining. 


In the ungovernabie United States President Bill Clinton 
is still the best hope. His depiction of the state of the 
union confirmed his qualities as a convincing speaker. as 
a realist in search of compromise, as one who draws a 
clear line against antisocial tendencies, and as the one 
who 1s the most far-sighted and responsible in relation to 
the U.S. rele as the only superpower. That he has got the 
economy going agz!" and employment up is of course the 
pest important thing on the positive side, and this ts 
sgmething which plays a not unimportant role in an 
election. Things went wrong in the midterm elections, 
but if the upswing continues, Bill Clinton could easily 
swing along with it. 


Finland 


Polley Address ‘Amazingly Short’ on Foreign 
BR2701105895 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 26 Jan 95 p 2 


[Rafael Paro editorial: “Bill Clinton and Europe's 
Affairs” } 


[FBIS Translated Text] Next year it is time for presiden- 
tial elections in the United States as well as in Russia. It 
can be taken for granted that there will be an election in 
the United States, but it cannot at all be taken for 
granted that Bill Clinton will be reelected. As far as 
Russia is concerned, nobody is perhaps wholly sure that 
there will be a presidential! election in 1996. but the 
possibility cannot be ruled out that Boris Yeitsin will 
nevertheless continue as president. 


This difference between the two great powers cannot, 
however, gloss over the fact that leadership in both ts 
strongly under question. From this it follows that inter- 
national politics are marked by considerable uncer- 
tainty. 


The speech that Bill Clinton gave early on Wednesday 
morning Finnish time [25 January] reflected the fact that 
he has a Republican majority opposing hirr in the Senate 
as well as in the House of Representatives. Not since 
Harry Truman's days in the 194("s has the United States 
experienced a similar situation. 


Bill Clinton has less than two years to acquire the 
qualifications he needs to be reelected for a second term. 
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He was elected two years ago on a program which would 
correct the shortcomings in society that had emerged 
under the Republican presidents, Ronald Reagan and 
even poorer. The great economic structural changes had 
led to a great deal of mobility within the country. Many 
people lost their jobs and work that was offered instead 
was often at lower pay. The great majority had been 
forced to realize that their living standards were no 
longer increasing. For tens of millions of people they 
were falling. 


Clinton's calls for changes four years ago met with some 
enthusiasm. He was the first President after the end of 
the Cold War. The United States had won the Cold War 
under the leadership of Republican presidents. Under 
Clinton it was time to take care of the Americans’ own 
affairs. He concentrated on the economy, domestic 
issues, and health care, among other things. 


But when the time came for elections to Congress last fall 
the voters who would most of all have needed the 
changes he had promised abandoned him. The Demo- 
crats did not succeed in mobilizing their voters. The 
result was that both houses of Congress got Republican 
majorities. 

With his State of the Union message Clinton has really 
started his election campaign for the presidential elec- 
tion in the fall of 1996. He is the underdog, He and his 
wife have had a difficult time becoming accepted due to 
their personal style and due to the investigation of the 
Whitewater affair, among other things. 


It therefore comes as no surprise that in his speech 
Clinton emphasized his willingness to cooperate with the 
Republicans. The speech was basically conciliatory, but 
also somewhat aggressive in order to remind people that 
the President has a will of his own and that he intends to 
raise his own profile where possible, regardless of the 
Republican majority. 


But it can scarcely be characterized as a great speech 
even though it was unusually long. He went through a 
number of domestic issues of greater or lesser impor- 
tance, but not much of a broader vision shone through. It 
was as if it was still difficult for the former governor to 
lift himself from the state level to the level at which a 
leader of a great power is expected to operate. 


From a European viewpoint we cannot of course fail to 
note that Clinton received perhaps the strongest 
applause from Congress when he attacked the entertain- 
ment industry for violent movies and television vio- 
lence. The industry has a responsibility, the President 
thundered. 


But he did not mention neither Bosnia-Herzegovina nor 
Chechnya. Presumably he scarcely gave them a thought 
when he spoke about violence. 


The part where Clinton touched upon foreign policy was 
amazingly short and did not say much. It is hard to 
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imagine that the international situation has so Intle 
importance for the state of the U.S. union that it can be 
dealt with in a fev: minutes in a speech that was over an 
hour long. 


It is true that foreign policy generally takes second place 
in these State of the Union addresses. But this time the 

ion was particularly striking and should there- 
fore be ascribed some importance. 


Clinton does not feel himself compelled to interfere in 
Europe's affairs. One explanation is that he does not 
understand them, regardless of whether it 1s a question of 
the unrest in Eastern and Central Europe, the Balkans, or 
the southern Russian republics. Another explanation is 
that he and his advisers are counting on the fact that the 
ican voters neither understand nor care about these 


problems 


For the European great powers of Russia, Germany, 
France, and Britain and all the other lesser powers, this 
is a signal: The United States does not want to get 
involved in the crises in Europe. West Europeans who, 
following the Cold War model, have asked for American 
leadership will wait for a long time and perhaps in vain. 
This will mean that the question of leadership by the 
European Union [EU] and of the EU will become all the 
more important. (endall) 


Norway 


First U.S. Contingency Stockpile Reported 
BR2601 155895 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
25 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report by Olav Trygge Storvik: “Increased Contingency 
Stockpiling”] 
[FBIS Translated Text] The United States has increased 


its contingency stockpiling of weapons and equipment 
for land forces in Norway. 


Details were given by Elimann Ellingsen, secretary gen- 
eral of the Norwegian Atlantic Committee. The 
increased stockpiling takes the form of weapons for the 
U.S. artillery battalion, which is part of the NATO 
Composite Force (NCF). These weapons were quietiy 
stockpiled when the battalion left its x-eapons behind in 
northern Norway after taking part in exercises !ast fall. 


The NCF is the sole NATO force, which has Norway 
exclusively as its operational area. Just before Christmas 
Canada withdrew its contribution to the force without 
warning, and this now consists solely of one German and 
one U.S. artillery battalion in addition to a Norwegian 
helicopter division. Ellingsen pointed to the fact that this 
is the first time the U.S. Army had set up a stockpile in 
Norway. The U.S. Army has never previously left 
weapons here, but in Trondelag a stockpile has been set 
up for a marine brigade belonging to the U.S. Navy. 
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In the next few days the Atlantic Committee ts will 
publish the Norwegian edition of “Military Balance” in 
cooperation with the Institute of Strategic Studies in 
London. This year’s edition gives, among other things, a 
detailed overview of NATO reinforcements which could 
be sent to Norway, but at the same time emphasizes that 
the NATO Treaty does not bind countnes to any auto- 
matic reaction if another member country is attacked. 
NATO member countries will themselves judge what 
initiative 1s deemed necessary, Military Balance points 
out, reminding its readers that the use of allied reinforce- 
ments or emergency forces can take place only after full 
agreement has been achieved among the organization's 
16 member states. 


According to Military Balance. developments in the 
Russian northern zones present a mixed picture, giving 
signals in different directions. On the one hand sizable 
military reductions are taking place, and both the 
Northern Fleet and the air force at times are unable to 
maintain an adequate level of exercises, and the army is 
having manning difficulties. 


“The flight crews are not getting sufficient flight training 
to mountain an adequate operational level. Last year the 
Northcrr Fleet's exercises were at a very low level, and a 
large part of the training took place in ha~ or,” Military 
Balance states. 


One the other hand it is also clear than an interesting 
modernization of the forces is taking place, and that 
large quantities of equipment and weapons are being 
brought into the zone from other parts of Russia or the 
former Soviet Union. The “Northern Military District,” 
formerly the “Leningrad MD.” 1s now described at 
“Russia's first strategic line,” along with the Moscow 
and Northern Caucasus military districts. 
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“This could represent an upgrading of the military 
district and can be linked to Russia's desire to renego- 
tiate the CFE [Conventional Armed Forces in Europe] 
disarmament agreement,” Military Balance believes. 
The Russian demand has been turned down in Norwe- 
gian and allied quarters, but has not been abandoned. 
According to the plan, the disarmament accord should 
be implemented in full during 1995. 


The phasing out of older vessels in the Northern Fiect is 
continuing, but more slowly than in previous years. 
Between July 1993 and July 1994 18 submarines and 
surface vessels were taken out of service. A new 
destroyer was transferred to the Northern Fleet last 
autumn, and a new tactical submarine has been 
launched. The Severodvinsk shipyard has begun 
building a new advanced class of nuclear-powered attack 
submarine. Even if the navy’s exercise activity 1s low, the 
aircraft carrier Kuznetsov is an interesting exception. 
Relatively frequent exercises are being carned out with 
planes taking off and landing on the aircraft carrier off 
Kildin and Ura Guba, but the vessel's operational role 
remains unclear. 


Military Balance also reveals that the Russian military 
presence in the Kaliningrad zone, the enclave between 
Poland and Lithuania, is formidable. There is a whole 
army staff there with a force totalling 38,000 men. The 
force includes one tank division, two motorized infantry 
divisions, one airborne brigade, as well as several tank 
and artillery brigades. Together the divisions have '.100 
medium-weight tanks, | 300 armored vehicles, 600 artil- 
lery pieces, 24 Scud/16 SS-21 rockets, and 48 attack 
helicopters. 
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Demirel: Western Countries’ Stand on Cyprus 
“Unjust” 

TA2601 194495 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Suleyman Demirel has 
described as unjust Western European countries acknowl- 
edging the existence of a single state in Cyprus and consid- 
ering the Greek Cypriot side their interlocutor. Demirel 
received Ayhan Halit Acarkan, speaker of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus Republican Assembly, and the 
parliamentary delegation accompanying him at the Cankaya 
Mansion. 


Demirel said that the Western countnes should realize that 
173,000 Muslim Turks live in Cyprus and that this commu- 
nity has its own state. Demirel stated that it is essential that 
the de facto situation in Cyprus be accepted before a 
solution is reached on the issue. Demirel described as unjust 
that western European countries acknowledging the exist- 
ence of a single state in Cvprus and considering the Greek 
Cypriot side ther interlocutor. 


[Begin Demirel recording] The northern Cyprus issue, 
that is the Cyprus issue, is not a secondary issue for 
Turkey. It is a primary issue for Turkey. That is, talking 
about Edirne, Kirklareli, and Tekirdag is the same as 
talking about northern Cyprus. However, when a solu- 
tion is under consideration, obviously Turkey will prefer 
a solution acceptable to the two peoples living in Cyprus; 
if such an agreement can be achieved. Agreement has not 
been reached until now. [end recording] 


Murat Karayalcin, foreign minister and deputy prime 
minister, also received Acarkan and the delegation 
accompanying him. Stating that the Cyprus issue is very 
important for Turkey, Karayalcin added: The Cyprus 
issue should not be linked to any other issue. 


Ankara Said Reviewing Policy Toward Armenia 


NC2601125895 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Jan 95 pp 1, A 8 


{Report by Nazlan Ertan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—The eight-months-long 
ceasefire between Armenia and Azerbaijan, coupled with 
Yerevan's move to suspend the anti- Turkish Dashnak Party 
{Armenian Revolutionary Federation}, is prompting Turkey 
to reassess its Armenian policy, Turkish diplomatic sources 
said. 


“Turkey is one of the first countries to recognize 
Armenia, but this country’s expansionist policy, its 
aggression toward Azerbaijan and some Armenian cir- 
cles’ anti- Turkish policy has prevented the establishment 
of diplomatic ties. But if Armenia makes some yoodwill 
gestures, Turkey is ready to reciprocate,” a senior 
Turkish diplomat said. 

Diplomatic circles consider that several important devel- 
opments have taken place recently which have been 
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“carefully noted” by Turkey. The first and the most 
tangible was that the eight months old ceasefire between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan is still intact. 

“Moreover, Armenia displayed a relatively more con- 
structive attitude in the last OSCE summit in Budapest,” 
he said. 

Diplomatic observers believe that Ankara, eager to send 
peacekeepers to the international force to counter expan- 
sion of Russian influence in Caucasia, secks to adopt a 
more evenhanded policy to prevent anticipateu Arme- 
nian objection to the Turkish participation. 


Only two months ago, Armenian Foreign Minister Vahan 
Papazian said Yerevan was against Turkish troops forming 
part of an international peace force for Karabakh, because 
“it had no diplomatic ties with Turkey and because Turkey 
was not unbiased in this dispute.” 

“But if Turkey changes its stance, we will review ours,” 
he stated. 


The Turkish diplomat, who requested anonymity in accor- 
dance with Foreign Ministry rules, said that Turkey's stance 
for “complete normalization” was still linked to the Arme- 
nian withdrawal from Azeri territory, twenty percent of 
which was under Armenian occupation. 

“But, this does not mean that Armenia's goodwill ges- 
tures will be ignored by Turkey--~-such steps will not 
remain unreciprocated,” the diplomat said. 

The diplomat also signalled that contact might take place 
between Turkey and Armenia, but added that this was 
still unclear. The last meeting between Turkey and 
Armenia took place early last year, when Gerard 
[Zhirair] Liparitian, the deputy foreign minister of 
Armenia, arrived in Ankara to discuss Turaish contribu- 
tion to an Azeri-Armenian ceasefire. Ankara had made it 
clear that improvement of ties between the two capitals 
was directly linked to the Armenian withdrawal. 


Demirel's Signals 

The steps that could be taken vis-a-vis Armenia were 
signalled by President Suleyman Demirel to industrial- 
ists and businessmen from Kars, Ardahan and Igdir who 
visited him last week. 

The group, who want to launch border trade asxed 
Demirel to open the border gate to Armenia. The presi- 
dent said that Turkey would open its borders to Armenia 
and “let them use our ports or means”, which is no 
insignificant opportunity to the landlocked state whose 
passage to Europe is through Turkey. 

Ankara imposes a self-styled embargo and does not allow 
the use of its territory for international humanitarian aid 
to Armenia. The move has been criticized, particularly 
by the United States and France. 


Dashnak Party's Suspension 

The closure of the Dashnak Party, known for its anti- 
Turkish rhetoric, is also a new factor in the equation and 
may prompt Ankara to make a new assessment, another 
Turkish diplomat said. 
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“We, acutely aware of the tough-line stance of this party 
toward Turkey, are carefully assessing the developments,” 
the diplomat said. He added that various steps taken by the 
government—such as reaching a solution on Karabakh or 
establishing a good relationship with Turkey—was pre- 
vented by the Dashnak opposition in the past. “Now we will 
see how serious Yerevan is when they talk about the 
productive steps they will take,” Ataman said. 


The Dashnaks consider the presidential decree of Levon 
Ter- Petrosian to suspend the activities of the party as “a 
masterplan to silence the growing opposition against the 
government.” 


A meeting was organized by the Dashnak Party in Paris on 
Jan. 5 and 6, where the highest body in the party, the 
International Bureau, brought together Central Committee 
executives. A declaration made after the “emergency meet- 
ing” said that Ter-Petrosian’s decision was “an illegal and 
anti-democratic” one that should be reversed. 


It also urged a “fair trial” in front of international 
observers where the Dashnak Party would defend itself 
against the “fictitious accusations.” 


It called on Armenia, a signatory to the Paris Charter, to 
abide by its obligations on human nights. But a week 
after the Paris meeting, Armenia’s Supreme Court 
upheld the suspension for six months on the grounds that 
there were foreigners in the party's structure, which was 
not allowed under Armenian law. However, the court 
refused to pass a sentence on the other allegations, on the 
grounds that these issues were still under investigation 
by the government. 


The Dashnak Party's calls for “international pressure” on 
Ter- Petrosian government found an ear in Washington. 
Earlier this week, the U.S. State Department urged the 
Armenian government and the Dashnak opposition party to 
start talks aimed at reactivating the party and reopening its 
newspapers before the May election campaign. 


Their talks should be aimed at permitting the Dashnaks 
to conduct legitimate political actives, including the 
publication of newspapers, essential to a democratic 
state, the State Department statement said. 


The closure of the Dashnak Party spurred a major 
controversy in the Armenian diaspora, particularly in 
the Dashnak and Hinchak [Social Democratic Party] 
parties in Lebanon and Syria. 


It has also divided the Armenian lobby in California, 
among those who support President Ter-Petrosian and 
those who favor the Dashnaks. 


Ankara clearly wants to make use of the division, partic- 
ularly now the Armenian lobby in the Congress, led by 
Robert Dole, is gaining strength. 


Robert Dole’s draft resolution on an Humanitarian Aid 
Corridor, which calls for banning US aid to countries 
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which prevent U.S. humanitarian aid from being deliv- 
ered to third countries, brought a severely-worded 
response from Ankara earlier this week. 


“It is not possible to understand the logic of presenting 
this draft while there is a ban on Azerbaijan, a country 
with 20 percent of its territory under occupation and 
over a million of its people having been forced to flee. 
We hope that rationality will prevail when this resolu- 
tion is brought before the Congress,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ferhat Ataman said. 


While Ataman publicly maintained that “positive steps 
can only be taken if Armenia withdraws from the terri- 
tories it occupies,” some Turkish diplomatic circles 
indicate that “a partial relaxation” of Turkey’s self- 
styled embargo would greatly relieve Ankara vis-a-vis 
the Armenian lobby in the United States and Europe. 


Improvement of ties between Armenia and Turkey will have 
additional advantages for Turkey such as preventing the 
infiltration of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK] to Armenia. Turkish technicians have also been 
pushing for a nuclear safety agreement with Armenia before 
it reopens its Metsamor power plant which is only 30 
kilometers from the Turkish-Armenian border. 


Article Views Political, Economic Crises 


MS2601114595 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 26 Jan 95 p 25 


[Article by Edward Mortimer: “Pulled in All directions”] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] What is to be done about 
Turkey? For west European leaders—anxious about 
Algeria, bogged down in Bosnia, harassed on the home 
front, rattled by Russia, uncertain of US intentions— 
that may not seem the most urgent question of 1995. But 
Turkey stands at the intersection of many if not all these 
other crises, and has entered the new year floundering in 
multiple crises of its own, all of which are getting worse. 
Already a nagging ache, it could become one of Europe’s 
most painful trouble spots before the year is out. 


Most immediate and obvious is the economic crisis, 
dramatised by figures released this month. Wholesale 
prices rose by 149.6 per cent in 1994, and consumer 
prices by 125.5 per cent—both figures the highest ever 
recorded——while gross domestic product fell by 6 per 
cent in the first nine months of the year. Yet Turkey's 
population is growing at 2.2 per cent annually. Unem- 
ployment is rising, and the loss of purchasing power for 
those employed in Turkey’s bloated public sector has 
been drastic. 


In the south-east of the country, a war between the Turkish 
state and Kurdish separatists is costing an estimated $8bn to 
$10bn a year—between 30 and 35 per cent of government 
revenues. It is also poisoning Turkey's domestic politics and 
increasingly its foreign relations. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permissica of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-018 
27 January 1995 


In November alone, according to Turkey’s independent 
Human Rights Association, 383 people were killed in 
political violence, 21 of them under torture or in cus- 
tody. Forty-one Kurdish villages were forcibly evacuatea 
by the security forces. The association published a list of 
105 “politicians, intellectuals and scientists” in prison at 
the end of the month—charged with crimes of opinion 
rather than direct involvement in violence. 


Any expression of support for Kurdish separatism, or 
even Kurdish autonomy within Turkey, is liable to get its 
author arrested. Meanwhile the Kurdistan Workers’ 
party, the PKK, has begun to extend its terrorism into 
the cities of western Turkey, where many Kurds now 
live, and signs of an anti-Kurdish backlash among ethnic 
Turks have begun to appear. 


Not surprisingly, this state of affairs attracts attention 
abroad, especially among liberal west Europeans. Turkey is 
in danger of filling the position vacated by South Africa as 
punchball of the European left. Thus the country’s human 
rights record is seriously aggravating its third major crisis, 
over relations with the European Union [EU]. 


Turkey was already bitter at being shunted aside in the 
queue for full EU membership by ex-communist states, 
including its neighbour Bulgaria, once merely a province 
of the Ottoman empire. Now the country finds even its 
customs union with the EU, planned for the end of this 
year, being blocked by Greece. 


Greece of course has its own axes to grind against Turkey, 
most notably over Cyprus. But the Turkish government had 
been counting on bigger European states to persuade the 
Greeks that the customs union—which Turkey believes is a 
legal obligation arising from its 30-year association agree- 
ment with the EU—must go ahead. West European leaders 
showed little appetite for this task. however, after Turkey's 
State security court sentenced eight MPs from the pro- 
Kurdish Democracy party, the DEP, to up to 15 years’ 
prison on December 8. 


No decision on the customs union was taken when 
Turkey’s foreign minister, Mr Murat Karayalcin, met his 
EU counterparts in Brussels cn December 19, except to 
schedule a further meeting for March 6. Turkey was in 
effect given two and a half months to clean up its act. 


“I’m unhappy with the situation.” says Mr Karayalcin, to 
whose Social-Democratic People’s party (SHP) the DEP was 
formerly affiliated. He points out that there is a right of 
appeal to a higher court, and also to the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg, but insists the government 
itself is powerless to influence the judicial process. Next 
week, Mr Karayalcin will meet his British, French, German 
and Italian colleagues in London, in an attempt to break the 
stalemate before the March meeting. 


All these crises are aggravated, and Turkey's ability to 
resolve them is jeopardised, by a crisis of its political 
system. There are two conservative parties, with broadly 
similar liberal economic policies, which between them could 
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command a comfortable majority in parliament, and which 
agree in principle on four central issues: privatisation, 
economic stabilisation, the customs union with the EU, and 
“democratisation”, which means introducing full freedom 
of speech and association and getting rid of the last vestiges 
of military rule. But these two parties have so far been 
unable to co- operate, let alone merge. The bitter personal 
rivalry between their founders—the late Turgut Ozal, who 
died in 1993, and his successor as president of the republic, 
Mr Suleyman Demirel—has been carried on by the present 
party leaders. 


Since 1991 the Motherland party (ANAP) founded by 
Ozal has been in opposition, while Mr Demirel’s True 
Path party has governed 'n coalition with the SHP. The 
result—first under Mr Demirel himself and then, since 
he was elected president on Ozal’s death, under Mrs 
Tansu Ciller—has been a government of near paralysis, 
tainted by scandal and more and more unpopular. 


Only last April, after suffering a collapse of the currency 
and staggering through mid-term local elections, did the 
coalition find the courage to introduce a stabilisation 
programme which its economic advisers had been urging 
on it ever since it came to power. Mr Demirel still refuses 
to admit that such measures should have been taken 
under his premiership in 1992—-a year when, according 
to him, “there was no trouble in Turkey”. 


Mrs Ciller’s coalition may well not survive a congress 
this weekend at which the SHP, her social democratic 
partner, is to unite with another leftwing party. The 
proposed new party is widely expected to replace Mr 
Karayalcin with a more hardline leftwing leader. 
According to one of her closest advisers, Mrs Ciller is 
resigned to the break-up of the coalition, but intends to 
soldier on as leader of a minority government. 


Mr Mesut Yilmaz, the ANAP leader, insists on early 
elections in the autumn as his price for joining the 
government. Mrs Ciller is unwilling to pay this price, 
believing that imminent elections would be incompat- 
ible with the confidence and stability needed for her 
austerity package to work, and that cross-party support 
can be mustered for the reforms on which she and Mr 
Yilmaz are in broad agreement. Yet few outside her 
immediate entourage believe this strategy will work, or 
give Mrs Ciller any serious chance of staying in office 
beyond the autumn, whatever she does. 


A general election, due by late 1996, is thus widely expected 
by the end of 1995. President Demirel himself points out 
that no Turkish legislature has served the full five-year term 
accorded it by the 1982 constitution. But an election in 
present circumstances could bring to a head probably the 
most profound of all Turkey's crises, which is the deep split 
in the country between secularists, devoted to the legacy of 
the republic's founder, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, and those 
who seek to reassert the centrality of Islam in Turkish 
politics and society. 


The Refah or Welfare party, which expresses the latter 
aspiration, is currently in the lead in opinion polls, with 
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up to 25 per cent support. Since last March's local 
elections, it has administered the two largest Turkish 
cities, Istanbul and Ankara. 


Power at municipal level has brought Refah its share of 
scandal, with accusations that funds collected for 
Bosnian Moslems have been embezzled, but these do not 
seem to have dented its image as the only radical and 
untried alternative to a corrupt and bankrupt establish- 
ment. “We've tried all the others, why not try them?” 
asked a young unemployed construction worker encoun- 
tered last week in a Cappadocian village, who in the next 
breath disclaimed any personal interest in religion. 


The fact that such disgruntled voters are turning to an 
avowedly Islamic party implies, as does the muffled debate 
about a separate Kurdish identity, a crisis of legitimacy for 
the 70-year-old republic. Until recently, Ataturk’s heritage 
effectively ruled out any questioning of either nationalism 
or secularism as basic ingredients of modernity. Religion 
was firmly subordinated to the state, and no language or 
identity other than Turkish was admitted. But the very 
success of modernisation, especially since the 1980s when 
almost the whole of Turkey’s economy and society was 
opened up to global influences. made it impossible to 
contain Turkish politics within this ideological straitjacket 
any longer. 


Turgut Ozal, who as prime minister from 1983 to 1989 
had pushed forward this climactic stage of modernisa- 
tion, used his last presidential years (1989-93) to give 
discreet expression to alternative identities which earlier 
stages had so ruthlessly suppressed. He publicly recalled 
a Kurdish-speaking grandmother, and seemed at the 
time of his death to be nudging the nation towards 
acceptance of Kurdish political identity in some form. 
Similarly, while clearly no fundamentalist, he displayed 
a reverence and affection for Islam which his predeces- 
sors had eschewed, and hinted that the late Ottoman 
caliphate might not have been quite as backward or 
obscurantist as Kemalist orthodoxy had painted it. 


Such musings provoked deep anxiety among a Turkish elite 
which had thoroughly espoused secularism, especially 
women’s emancipation, and which desperately feared a 
relapse into fundamentalism. The rise of Refah, an oppor- 
tunist and outwardly moderate Islamic party with a funda- 
mentalist hard core, has raised that anxiety almost to panic 
level. In the view of one western diplomat: “The Kemalists 
(followers of Ataturk) are as much part of the problem as the 
fundamentalists.”” The problem in his view is not so much 
the danger of an Iranian-style Islamic revolution (a remote 
contingency) as that of a deep polarisation of Turkish 
society rendering democracy no longer workable. 


Iran is a neighbour, but its Shia revolution offers no 
model for Turkey, where Sunni Islam has always been 
dominant. (Turkey's Shia minority, known as Alevis, are 
in fact the most fervent devotees of secularism.) 


Aigeria, albeit geographically further off, now casts a 
longer shadow over Turkey than Iran. In December 1991 
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the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) won a plurality of votes 
in the first ballot of an Algerian general election, which it 
would have converted into a majority of seats in the 
second ballot. The army stepped in and cancelled the 
vote. At the time much of the westernised Algerian elite 
breathed a sigh of relief. Three years later, the country is 
mired in a barbaric civil war. 


Would the Turkish elite and armed forces make the same 
mistake? Of course, they hope not to get to that point. 
One thing Mrs Ciller and Mr Yilmaz agree on is that a 
new electoral system should be introduced to ensure that 
all secular parties make common cause against Refah. 
lronically, the system they favour is the same two-ballot, 
single-member constituency one that would have handed 
victory to the Algerian FIS. 


Others, less enamoured of electoral gimmicks, believe Refah 
can still be defeated if another alternative to the prevailing 
corruption and chaos is offered. On the left, Mr Bulent 
Ecevit, three times prime minister in the 1970s, has gained 
in popularity by holding aloof from the present coalition 
and is trying to raise the banner of a revived Kemalism. So 
is Professor Mumtaz Soysal, who recently resigned as for- 
eign minister and is now a candidate for the leadership of 
the reunited left. But they are on bad terms with each other, 
and both, when interviewed earlier this month, seemed to 
cling to an old-style statist socialism which is scarcely 
credible in the 1990s. 


More interesting is the New Democracy party, formed 
last month by Mr Cem Boyner, a charismatic 39-year-old 
textile magnate. With a touch of populism, he promises 
to end the war in the southeast, break up the parasitical 
public sector, and introduce a genuine separation of 
religion from the state along the lines of the US First 
Amendment. Mr Boyner, shrugged off by worldly-wise 
Ankara pundits as a typical Istanbul smart-aleck, retorts 
that it is he, not they, who is in touch with the real public 
opinion of modern Turkey. 


Time will tell, but time is short. For the moment, Refah 
is still riding the groundswell of public anger against a 
political class that seems content to fiddle while Turkey 
burns. President Demirel, the armed forces, and the 
European Union may all soon find themselves facing a 
Turkish parliament in which Refah is the dominant 
force. They would then have to decide whether cohabi- 
tation or confrontation involves the greater risk. 


Cost of Fight Against Terror, Casualties Seen 


NC2601114895 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 18 Jan 95 p B 1 


[Part one of a two-part article by Ilnur Cevik, Hayri 
Birler, and Sinan Yilmaz: “Turkey and Terrorism in 
1994”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The opinion polls conducted 
throughout 1994, invariably showed the economic crisis 
and terrorism to be sharing the top place on the list of 
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Turkey's woes. In other words, the country sank a bit 
more in the quagmire of the double scourges. 


According to social scientists, the severe economic crisis 
fuelled terrorism. The economists, on the other hand, 
reached the same point from the other route, saying the huge 
sums spent on fighting terrorism aggravated the country’s 
economic crisis. No matter which way the relationship 
operated, the end sum was that in 1994 no less than 6,000 
people lost their lives and the cost of combating terrorism 
climbed to TL 120 trillion (roughly $3 billion.) 


The terrorism scene continued to be dominated by the 
bloody attacks of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) in the southeast. 


The rebels, availing themselves of the vacuum of 
authority in northern Iraq in the aftermath of the Gulf 
War, survived the anti- insurgency campaigns despite 
the frequent boasts of the civilian and military Turkish 
officials that they had been delivered fatal blows and that 
the backbone of terrorism had been broken. 


Gen. Dogan Gures, the former chief of the general staff who 
has described the fighting in the southeast as a “low inten- 
sity war’ and that the question can be solved only through 
military means, claimed that the PKK would be finished off 
by the end of 1994. He even made a public pledge that “I 
will force terrorism to its knees and then retire on Sept. 1.” 
He indeed got his retirement, but the terror still goes on. 


Turkey in fact exerted great efforts to end terrorism. It 
made sacrifices from its economy and human resources. 
Over a thousand soldiers and policemen died in the 
fighting while about as many local civilians lost their 
lives in PKK attacks. 


The portion of the state budget allocated for the fight 
against terrorism, including the equipment purchases, 
bonuses to the security personnel, payments to the corps 
of village guards as well as the land and air operations 
against the PKK in southeastern Turkey and northern 
Iraq added up to TL 120 trillion (about $3 billion.) 


Beside this, there has been a massive infusion of funds for 
the realization of several economic schemes, including the 
Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP), the giant energy and 
irrigation project whose main components are nearing com- 
pletion. In the end, truly heavy losses have been inflicted on 
the PKK. About 4,000 separatist militants were killed. The 
confidence of the local population in the state, which has 
been on decline for the past few years, was largely restored. 
This caused a big drop in the logistic support to the PKK. 
But all these failed to eliminate the separatist organization 
totally as had been pledged. 


As Turkey debated ways of combating the PKK, a “political 
solution”’ kept coming up for discussion. While the security 
forces pressed on for a “military solution,” there have been 
proposals for the granting of certain democratic rights to the 
local Kurdish population and therefore sap the influence of 
the PKK. The proposed “political solution” included the 
recognition of the Kurdish identity, the radio and TV 
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broadcasts in Kurdish and permission for Kurdish educa- 
tion in local schools. But officials, headed by President 
Suleyman Demirel, remained cool to such proposals. They 
opposed them on the grounds that taking such steps would 
create the impression of a retreat and encourage the PKK to 
think “we have won these rights through our struggle so far. 
If we keep on a little more, we can even win our indepen- 
dence.” The opponents of the “political solution” argued 
that some of the proposed rights could be granted only after 
military success on the battlefield. 


In the end, the PKK continued its existence in 1994 not 
only as a terror group, but also as a factor blocking the 
path for further democratization. In 1994, Turkey did 
not fight against the PKK alone. The Islamic terrorist 
group called ““Hezbollah”’, targeting civilians reputed to 
have PKK tries and blamed for the most of the 
“unsolved murders’’—with the alleged blessing of the 
security forces—also kept the state forces busy. 


But Islamic terrorism was not confined to the southeast and 
limited to Hezbollah. Other Islamic groups also aiming to 
substitute the Islamic shari’ah law for Turkey's secular order 
and adopting armed combat as the method also carried out 
terroristic attacks, particularly in Istanbul. 


These terror groups grew rapidly in 1994 in parallel to 
the general surge of pro-Islamic political movements in 
ihe country. 


Another terrorist group calling itself DEV-SOL (Revolution- 
ary Left) and claiming to be Marxist-Leninist also engaged 
in activities against human targets in the big cities. This 
group, picking the security personnel as their main target, 
also carried out acts of “blind terrorism” targeting public 
buildings and centers with the aim of intimidating the 
masses and make them bow to their will. 


Some acts of terrorism in 1994 occurred in the context of 
the state-PKK-organized crime links. Throughout the 
year, many businessmen, bureaucrats, lawyers and drug 
traffickers of Kurdish origin became victims of a new 
series of “unsolved murders.” The chain started with the 
killing of the famed Kurdish “Godfather” Behcet Can- 
turk and his driver in January and ended in December 
with the abduction and murder of Faik Candan, a 


lawyer. 


All these acts, which will be detailed at length in special 
sections of this roundup, show just how Turkey was 
harmed by widespread terrorism, particularly marked in 
the Southeast, and how it has become a principal target 
of separatist, Islamic and radical left terrorist groups. 


Terrorism Leaves Behind it Bloodiest Year Since 1984 


The “Kurdish problem,” which has remained unsolved for 
many years, left a dark stain on 1994. The outlawed Kurdi- 
stan Workers’ Party (PKK) was another major preoccupa- 
tion on Turkey's agenda along with the “Kurdish problem.” 


Children, women and elderly persons were killed as a 
result of the “guerrilla” warfare conducted by the PKK 
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in the southeastern regions of Turkey during village 
raids. Similar situations were witnessed in bigger cities, 
where the PKK carried out terrorist bombings resulting 
in the deaths of many innocent and defenseless civilians. 


The year 1994 was the “bloodiest” year since 1984, when 
the PKK attacks first started. As a result, for many 
people “terror” became a part of daily life. 


“State terror” also reached an all-time high. The state, 
determined to end the PKK terror in Turkey at whatever 
cost, evacuated 2,115 villages. A majority of the villages 
were burned down or destroyed. The state for the first time 
officially admitted the burning of the villages. [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, several other leftist organizations conducted 
armed attacks in 1994. The Revolutionary Left (Dev- 
Sol), Turkish Revolutionary Communist Party (TDKP), 
Turkish Revolutionary Communists Union (TIKB), the 
Turkish Workers’ and Peasants’ Salvation Army 
(TIKKO), Turkish Communist Party-Marxist Leninist 
(TKP-ML) and the Marxist Leninist Armed Propaganda 
Union (MLSPB) are some of the groups that were 
involved in actual bombings or assaults in 1994. 


Former Justice Minister Mehmet Topac was killed in 
office by Dev- Sol militants during an armed assault 
after the Dev-Sol leader, Dursum Karats, who had been 
at large. was captured in France. In score-settling inci- 
dents involving the two Dev-Sol Factions, the followers 
of “Karatas” and “Yaganci™ killed each other in an 
attempt to gain the upper hand inside the organization. 


The anti-terrorism task forces of the police conducted 
operations against these organizations’ members and mili- 
tants in large numbers were killed. During the raids, the 
police were accused with committing extra-judicial execu- 
tions. 


A new feature of PKK tactics in 1994 was the increased 
level of brutal attacks on elementary school teachers in 
the Southeast. Calling them “government agents” or 
“contras,” the PKK killed at least 30 young teachers 
during the year. Six were massacred in a single episode in 
Tunceli’s Darikent region and four teachers who had 
been kidnapped in Erzurum’s Tekman district were later 
killed at various times. 


Hezbollah, the Iranian-linked fundamentalist organiza- 
tion, was also active in Turkey in 1994 and its name 
became linked with a series of assassinations or mystery 
murders. There were claims that the state was behind 
some of these killings. The government was slow to 
recognize the significance of the Hezbollah threat and it 
gradually took over as the second biggest influence in the 
region after the PKK. 


During the year the organization split into the “Ilim- 
ciler” and “Menzilciler” factions, both known for their 
propensity to fight with axes. Clashes between the PKK 
and Hezbollah claimed many lives on both sides but 
Hezbollah appeared to emerge as the dominant force in 
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the provinces of Diyarbakir, Batman and Silvan. Report- 
edly, 659 Hezbollah militants were captured by security 
forces during the year, according to the governor of the 
emergency rule region. 


There were contradictions in the various sets of figures 
issued at the end of the year. 





Figures Released by the Governor of the Emergency Rule 



















































































Region 
PKK militants killed: 3,905 
PKK militants captured: 390 
PKK militants who surrendered: 367 
Security personnel killed: 248 
Civilians killed: 908 
Civilians injured: 1,196 
Alleged PKK militants taken into custody: 10,314 
Formal arrests: 3,313 
Interior Ministry Figures 
Number of incidents: 3,116 
PKK militants killed: 4,060 
PKK milit’ * ‘-wred: 149 
PKK militants surrendered or captured: 11,852 
Security personnel killed: 1,089 
Security personnel injured: 2,586 
Civilians killed: 1,062 
Civilians injured: 1,775 
Figures from the President's Office 
Number of incidents: 3,475 
PKK militants killed: 3,709 
PKK militants injured: 49 
PKK militants captured: 485 
PKK militants surrendered: 317 
Security personne! killed: 919 
Security personnel injured: 2,119 
Civilians killed: 814 
Civilians injured: 1,037 
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[Part two of two-part article by IInur Cevik, Hayri Birler, 
and Sinan Yilmaz: “Turkey and Terrorism in 1994"} 
[FBIS Transcribed Text} 


PKK Couples Diplomacy With Terrorism 


While the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
continued its bloody terrorism campaign in Turkey, it 
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also launched a diplomatic offensive in Western coun- 
tries urging them to force Ankara to accept a “cease- 
fire.” 


PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan first called for a cease-fire 
in March in a message sent to the “International 
Northern Kurdistan Conference” organized in Brussels. 
Turkey disregarded this call as a propaganda ploy. 


Later Ocalan tried to enlist international support for a 
new so- called peace offensive when he sent letters to 
Western capitals urging leading countries to exert pres- 
sure on Ankara to accept a cease-fire. Western countries 
disregarded Ocalan’s calls because most said they 
regarded the PKK as a terrorist organization and did not 
expect Turkey to discuss any kind of cease-fire with an 
Organization that refused to renounce terrorism. 


The PKK faced serious setbacks in Europe in 1994. First 
France and then Germany banned the PKK as a terrorist 
Organization and seriously curbed the activities of mili- 
tant Kurdish groups on French and German oil. France 
rounded up several PKK activists and later Germany 
also detained several Kurdish militants and started pro- 
cedures to extradite them to Turkey. 


The PKK also received a setback in Britain when the 
police detained the PKK’s European chief, Kani Yilmaz. 
The leader of the political wing of the PKK (ERNK), 
[National Liberation Front of Kurdistan] Yilmaz is 
currently facing court action and may be extradited to 
Germany where he will stand trial for criminal activities. 


Meanwhile, the United States repeatedly called the PKK 
a terrorist organization and said it supported the terri- 
torial integrity of Turkey. 


Despite all this, however, the Western countries also 
voiced their reservations about the pressures on Kurds in 
Turkey and the human rights abuses. 


The PKK, on the other hand, found breathing space in 
former Eastern Europe and the ex-Soviet republics. 


Last year, the PKK organized two conferences in 
Moscow in February and in November, where it decided 
to unite all the Kurds living in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) under one banner. 


In 1994, PKK officials concentrated their efforts in ex- 
Yugoslavia and tried to enlist the backing of the Serbs 
who were extremely unhappy with Ankara’s anti-Serb 
attitude. A representative of the ERNK held talks with 
Serbian officials in Bosnia with the aim of assuring them 
that the organization would do everything in its power to 
curb Kurdish support for the Muslims there. 


In meetings with Serbian officials inside Bosnia, ERNK 
representative Kemal Shlik [name as published] report- 
edly appealed to all Kurds in that part of the country or 
in other parts not to go to Croatia or join the Bosnian 
army as they had been asked to do. Interpol sources in 
Ankara have noted, meanwhile, that the PKK’s drive 
toward the CIS countries coincided with the movement 
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of international drug trafficking toward Russia and 
could indicate an organized relationship. The suspicion 
exists that as the former Afghan route shifts to Russia, 
organizations such as the PKK could be used for the 
transportation of drugs. During a meeting it held in 
September, the PKK had decided on and implemented a 
major plan involving former Eastern Bloc countries in 
order to get their support for the movement and organi- 
zation of Kurdish workers and Turkish extremists there. 
The PKK has increased its influence in a number of 
countries over the past months, including Bulgaria and 
Romania. Turkey, for its part, in early October suc- 
ceeded in preventing Ocalan from holding a press con- 
ference in Lebanon or Syria by putting diplomatic 
pressure on both countries, but failed to prevent a major 
Kurdish conference from taking place in Sofia. Although 
Ankara was aware that in the context of good relations 
with Bulgaria officials there did not formally host the 
said conference, diplomatic efforts failed to yield any 
results in view of a strong pro-Kurdish lobby in the 
Bulgarian Government and opposition. 


Western intelligence circles believe the organization is 
expanding in the former Eastern Bloc, owing mainly to 
the flexible laws and possibilities for underground activ- 
ities in the region. In Romania, the Kurdish “mafia” is 
involved in many dealings, with issuing false passports 
and visas coming high on the list. The PKK boasts to 
have some 3,000 sympathizers in that country alone. 


Turkish officials believe that through increased organi- 
zational efforts and the Moscow meetings, the Turkish 
Kurds aim to establish a sphere of influence along 2n 
Athens-Bucharest-Constanza-Sofia line. 


In late 1994, the PKK held a congress in Lebanon where 
it decided to set up a parliament in exile. In early 1995 a 
group of activists, including former Kurdish deputies 
who fled Turkey, revealed they had begun work on 
setting up such a parliament in exile and said an 
announcement would be made in March. Turkey is 
closely watching these developments and is warning 
several countries not to play host to such a parliament. 
Meanwhile, Ankara is concerned that the PKK may try 
to exploit the bloody clashes in northern Iraq among 
rival Kurdish groups, using them to gain room to 
maneuver in the area against Turkey. 


Islamic Terror in 1994 


Islamic terrorists were quite active in Turkey in 1994— 
57 years after the principle of secularism was accepted in 
the Turkish Constitution. These organizations which are 
against secularism and want to establish Shariah in 
Turkey were responsible for 464 incidents. 


Surely, the strength Islam has gained in Turkey has 
played a big role in Islamic terrorism. The pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party (RP), which is also defined as the repre- 
sentative of the Islamic trend, is a constitutionally legit- 
imate political party and has not been identified with an 
Islamic terrorist organization. 
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However, the speeches made by some of the leading 
members of the RP have encouraged many radical 
Islamic terrorist organizations. Some of the more con- 
troversial statements include that of then RP Istanbul 
Deputy Hasan Mezarci, now an independent deputy, 
who called Ataturk, whom the Islamists are against, an 
“illegitimate child” and RP Chairman Necmettin Erba- 
kan, who said in Parliament. “The question now is 
whether we will come to power with peace or with 
bloodshed.” 


Hizbullah, one of the radical Islamic terrorist organiza- 
tions, continued its attacks against the supporters of the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in the Southeast in 
1994. Allegedly, Hizbullah, which began operating only a 
few years old, was supported originally by the Turkish 
security forces. The organization has killed around 200 
people, mainly in the Eastern cities of Diyarbakir, 
Mardin and Batman. However, it has split into two 
groups—“Ilim Grubu” (the Science Group) and “Menzil 
Grubu” (Range (of a weapon) Group). 


Clashes have also taken place between these two groups. 
In 1994, a total of 345 incidents occurred, including 317 
armed assaults, 13 bombings and 10 attempts at sabo- 
tage. As a result of operations carried out by the security 
forces, 659 Hizbullah members were captured and tried 
in court. However, many of the killings allegedly com- 
mitted by the two groups remain unsolved. 


Another radical Islamic terrorist organization, the Great 
Eastern Islamic Raiders-Front (IBDA-C), claimed 
responsibility for 90 incidents of terrorism, including 
five bombings in various cities during which one person 
was killed. The following are the most important attacks 
carried out by IBDA-C in 1994: 


March 15-A pub was bombed; one person was killed and 
19 were injured. 


April 6-Seventy-five graves in the Jewish cemetery of the 
Arnanutkoy district of Istanbul were destroyed. 


April 19-A bomb was planted in the car of the Yugosla- 
vian consul to Turkey. 


May 7-A bomb was planted in a tourist bus. 


May 19-A sound bomb was thrown into the Santa Maria 
and Saint Antuvan churches. 


Sept. 2-Two bombs were thrown at the Besiktas market 
and at a pub in Istanbul. 


Sept. 8-A bomb was planted in a bookstore where 
Professor Toktamis Ates, a writer and supporter of 
secularism, was signing his books. 


The activities of other radical Islamist groups— 
Musluman Genclik (Muslim Youth), ‘“‘Mazlum- 
Der-Feable-Assc.,” “Tevhit,” [oneness of God] and the 
representatives of Anadolu Federe Islam Devleti (the 
Anatolian Federal Islamic State), which is based in 
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Germany—include organizing meetings, protests, signa- 
ture campaigns and distributing leaflets. 


The killers of Professor Muammer Aksoy, Professor 
Bahriye Ucok, writer Turan Dursun and writer l/gur 
Mumcu, who were allegedly slain by radical Islamic 
terrorist organizations, have not been apprehended. 


Other important incidents of Islamic terromsm which 
occurred in Turkey in 1994 are: 


April 10-The unofficial protests that were held to con- 
demn the Serbian genocide in Bosnia turned into an 
Islamic show. The protesters who wore Islamic turbans 
and carried RP and Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) 
flags prevented the national anthem from being sung by 
shouting extreme religious slogans. The protesters who 
also carried green flags, the symbol of an Islamic state, 
attacked the United Nations’ building in Ankara, the 
U.S. Embassy and the Turkish Radio and Television 
(TRT). 


Aug. 9-Nusret Demiral, the State Security Court's chief 
prosecutor, accused Aziz Nesin of being a provacateur of 
the Sivas massacre where 37 people were killed by 
radical Islamists. 


Aug. 23-“From Constantinius the Great to Fatih Sultan 
Mehmet; Istanbul,” a symposium that was organized by 
the Vehbi Koc Foundation, was canceled because of the 
pressure of Isiamists. 


Nov. 10-Mahmut Kacar, a radical pro-Islamist, pro- 
tested on the 56th anniversary of Kemal Ataturk’s death 
during the commemoration ceremony held at the Anit- 
kabir, Ataturk’s mausoleum. He said, “Do not worship 
this stone; worship Allah.” He was later taken into 
custody. 


Dec. 18-RP deputies attacked Social Democrat People’s 
Party (SHP) Erzincan Deputy Mustafa Kul during the 
budget debate in Parliament for asking what had hap- 
pened to the money that was collected by the RP for 
Bosnia. 


Dec. 26-The long awaited verdict on the Sivas massacre, 
where 37 people were killed by pro-Islamists, was 
announced. Among the accused, 86 people were sen- 
tenced to prison terms ranging from two to 15 years. The 
defendants attacked the journalists who were present 
when the verdict was announced. 


As well as its struggle with the outlawed separatist 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), Turkey also fought 
against radical leftwing terrorist groups in 1994. 
Throughout the year, militants from the Turkish Com- 
munist Party/Marxist-Leninist (TKP-ML) clashed with 
police 14 times; four people were killed. The deadliest 
urban terrorist group, the Revolutionary Left (DEV- 
SOL), carried out a total of 401 “actions” in 1994, The 
TKP-ML, which conducted urban terrorist activities in 
Ankara, Istanbul, Ozmir and Ankara, was also active in 
the rural areas of Tunceli, Elazig, Bingol, Sivas and 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 




















FBIS-W EU-95-018 
27 January 1995 


Erzincan in eastern Turkey. The group suffered a series 
of serious blows at the hands of the police. It carried out 
some bomb attacks and minor actions such as hanging 
up placards, but refrained from clashing with police in 
the big cities. In rural areas, it conducted some armed 
assaults. Four murders, four abductions and six armed 
robberies were among the group's actions in 1994. 


Launching armed attacks mainly in Tunceli, the TKP- 
ML also wanted to reorganize itself in metropolises and 
tried to win the support of university students. But as 
many militants were caught by police, the TKP-ML was 
unable to realize many acts of violence. 


The most active group among the radical left-wing 
terrorist organizations in 1994 was DEV-SOL. This 
group, which dates back from the early 1980s, was 
involved in a total of 401 actions, including 13 killings, 
21 bomb attacks and seven armed robberies. But DEV- 
SOL’s main armed clashes took place among the group's 
rival factions. The murders which took place within the 
group in 1993 due to a leadership split continued in 
1994, with several convicted or arrested members killing 
one another 1n prison. 


In short, 1994 was a year of “intra-group” killings for 
DEV-SOL. In several incidents, militants informed secu- 
rity forces of the hideouts of rival factica members who 
were killed in subsequent police operations. 


Foliowers of Dursun Karatas, a prison escapee, were 
reorganized as the “Revolutionary People’s Liberation 
Army” in 1994. But the arrest of Karatas on the French- 
Italian border on Sept. 11, 1994 came as a major blow to 
this faction. 


Karatas was caught by French police as he tried to enter 
France using a fake passport. 


Turkey immediately demanded Karatas’ extradition but 
the terrorist group retaliated with a bloody attack. 
Former Justice Minister Mehmet Topac, also a deputy 
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from the main opposition Motherland Party (ANAP), 
was killed by four DEV-SOL militants, including a 
woman, in an armed attack in his lawyer's office in 
Ankara on Sept. 29. Police caught two of the assailants 
shortly afterwards. 


Other major activities in which DEV-SOL was involved 
last year included the following: 


Aug. 3-Three DEV-SOL militants, including two 
women, were killed in a six-hour clash with police in 
their hideout in the Bagcilar district of Istanbul. 


Aug. 22-Ahmet Celal Ozkul, a DEV-SOL militant, was 
strangled to death at Ankara’s Central Prison. Officials 
said fellow group members murdered him. 


Aug. 3i-Ibrahim Bingol, a leading DEV-SOL militant 
who was also involved in the assassination of retired 
lieutenant genera! Hulusi Sayin, a former gendarmerie 
commander of the emergency rule area in the Southeast, 
escaped from prison. Bingol reportedly fled to the Syrian 
capital Damascus and was arrested there. Turkey 
demanded his extradition. 


Sept. 29-Three DEV-SOL militants, including a woman, 
were killed in a clash with police in a coffee house in the 
Besiktas district in Istanbul. The fighting erupted as the 
militants opened fire at a policeman who wanted to see 
their identity cards. 


Oct. 9-Two militants, a man and a woman, were killed in 
a clash with security forces in their hideout in the 
Sultanciftligi district of Istanbul. 


Oct. 11-Three DEV-SOL militants sprayed a service bus 
carrying intelligence officials with bullets in Ankara’s 
Kecioren district. The attackers were caught and 
arrested. 


Nov. 4-DEV-SOL militants were involved in a clash with 
police after they hung placards on buildings in Istanbul's 
Maltepe district. One militant was killed and another 
was captured. 
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